














































KOLOZSVAR 

THE CAPITAL OF TRANSYLVANIA 

(In Rumanian: Cluj; in German: Klausenburg) 

The capital of Transylvania is Kolozsvar. Today it is not an admin

istrative or political capital but rather a cultural one. It is the largest 

city in the territory that Hungary was compelled to cede to Rumania 

in the peace treaties of 1920 and 1 947. Its statistics over the last few 

decades are as follows : 

Total 
YPar Population Hungari:n1 Rumanian Germnn Others FootnotPN 

1910 60,808 50,704 7,562 1,676 866 1 

1930 100,844 54,776 34,836 2,702 8,530 2 

1948 1 17,9 15 67,977 47,321 360 2,257 3 
1956 157,723 74, 155 74,033 990 8,545 4 

The religious affiliation of the population in 1910 was: 

Reformed ...... . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20,726 

Roman Catholic . . . .. . .... . . . . . . . . . ... . . .. . . . . .  1 9,021 

Greek Catholic . . . ..... . .. . . . . .... . .... .. . .. . . .  8,646 

Jewish ....... . . . .. .................................... 7,046 

Lutheran .... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . ......... . . . . . .  2,01 6  

Unitarian ....... . ... . . . . . . . ....... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 1,921 

Greek Orthodox................................ 1,359 

The religious affiliation of the population changed from 1910  to 

1956 in proportion to the shift in ethnic groups in the city. It is now 

the second largest city in Rumania being surpassed only by Bucharest. 

The loss of the city was painful to Hungary, not only because its 

population was ethnically eighty-four percent Magyar, but because Ko

lozsvar was the most important cultural center in Transylvania. For cen

turies it has been a trustee of the Hungarian language, history, and other 

values which together determined its cultural heritage in the past and, 

in spite of present hardships, offer some hope for the future . 



The history of Kolozsvar is an essential, inseparable, and dramatic 

part of the history of Hungary, its every stone testifying to this fact. 

From the time of the founding of the country, glory and gloom, devasta

tion and new beginnings, freedom and oppression, turbulence and peace

ful progress have been the destiny of the city. Scourged by Tartar hordes 

in the thirteenth century, defended against Turkish siege in the six
teenth, marauded and oppressed by Austrian mercenaries in the seven

teenth century, invaded by Russian armies in 1849 and 1 944, and occupied 

by the Rumanians in 19 1 9  and 1944, the people of Kolozsvar have had 

more than their share of hardship and suffering. 

But "Kolozsvarians" have also written some of the most glorious 
records of Hungarian history. During the reigns of the kings of the 

House of Arpad, Hungary's first dynasty, Kolozsvar developed into an 

important city. In the fourteenth century it was a veritable state within 
a state; it was overwhelmed with privileges by the Hungarian kings . 

Mathias Corvinus, the great king, was born here in 1443. 

In the sixteenth century Kolozsvar was the city which became 

famous because of its strong stand for liberty of conscience. 

Kolozsvar gave spiritual leadership to the Reformation in Tran
sylvania and its population became the champions of Protestantism in 

that most eastern stronghold of the Protestant world. Francis David 

proclaimed his conviction: "God is One," here and Kolozsvar has been 

the Rome of Unitarianism in Europe since that time. As early as the 

sixteenth century both the Reformed and the Unitarian churches 
had colleges in Kolozsvar. It was here that the first Hungarian printing 

press was set up, in 1 580. From the fourteenth century on artists, silver

smiths, painters, and sculptors chose Kolozsvar as their home. Here too 

the first Hungarian theater arose, the National Theater founded in 1792. 

Another reason for its fame was its development into a veritable 

fortress of education. I t  was second only to Budapest in the total num

ber of teachers and students but a strong first in proportion to its pop

ulation. In 1 910 twenty-five percent of its inhabitants were either educa

tors or students in one of Kolozsvar's many schools .  At the time of the 

transfer of Transylvania from Hungary to Rumania in 1 920 there were 

eighty-nine educational institutions in the city. Among them were a uni

versity, three theological seminaries, two teachers' colleges, a conserva

tory of music, an agricultural academy, a number of high schools, trade, 

and commercial schools. Museums, professional and cultural organiza

t ions, literary clubs, publishing houses, numerous periodicals, and five 

daily newspapers add to the impressive list of cultural institutions with

in the city. The health and welfare of the city and its environs were 

served by three large hospitals including the university clinic, several 



smaller hospitals, old peoples' homes, charitable institutions,  and sports 

clubs .  In all instances it was the Hungarian element of the city's popula

tion which founded these institutions. This makes it doubly hard for 

Hungarians there or, for that matter, for people of good-will anywhere, 

to witness the suppression of Hungarian culture in Kolozsvar today. 

HISTORICAL LANDMARKS OF K.OLOZSV AR 

Kolozsvar is one of the oldest cities in old Hungary. During the time 

of Roman rule a town known as Napoca stood there, probably built over 

the site of a former Dacian population center. Several centuries later the 

Hungarians who came to occupy the area built the oldest part of the 

present city, the Ovaros Old Fortress, on the ancient ruins.  In the main 

plaza at the center of this Old Fortress the charter given by King Ste

phen V was proclaimed before the town burgesses in the middle of the 

thirteenth century. The Old Fortress was a fortified town surrounded by 

huge walls.  The greater part of the town, the section that came to be 

built outside the walls of the Old Fortress, was itself surrounded by 

protective walls. These walls, fortified with bastions, were demolished 

at the end of the nineteenth century and only a few sections have been 

left intact. The most striking section, complete with its corner fortifica

tion, the so-called Bethlen Bastion, may be seen at the continuation of 

Farkas Street ( today: Strada Kogalniceanu) and it provides a clear 

ture of the formerly impressive walls and bastions.  

Within the Old Fortress, built on the ruins of a former Roman 

church, is a church originally built along gothic lines by Dominicans. 

Subsequently taken over by one religious order after another, it served 

the Reformed cause for about one hundred years before it was rebuilt 

in the baroque style and taken over by Franciscans.  The refectory, how

ever, has been preserved almost in its original form and is an interest

ing example of Transylvanian architecture which applied a foreign style 

with a particular interpretation. 

The largest church, and one of the oldest in the land, is St. Michael's , 

a magnificent piece of Transylvanian gothic architecture. It was built in 

the middle of the great plaza in the center of the city. Its present ba· 

roque tower is the third that the church has had, the two previous tow

ers having been destroyed. Begun in the second half of the fourteenth 

century, the church received substantial assistance for its completion 

from King Sigismund around the year 1400. His coat of arms is seen at 

two places on the church's facade. 
South of the cathedral stands the equestrian statue of King Matthias I ,  

executed b y  Janos Fadrusz and erected i n  1902. 
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Kolozsvar in the 17th century. Engraving by Georg Houfnagel from the drawing of Van der Rye in 1617. 



Originally, the plaza was surrounded by renaissance-style homes of 

well-to-do burgesses and later by the palatial homes of Hungarian aris

tocrats. Many of these buildings have been preserved in their original 

form. The parish house, the J6sika mansion, the Szathmary mansion, 

and the baroque Banffy palace are a few. One of the most beautiful 

baroque-style buildings in the city is the former Toldalagi-Korda mansion 

at the corner of Kiraly and Minorite Streets ( today: Strada Augustus 23) 
that was built between 1801 and 1807 by the Italian architect Carlo 

Justi. 

In the southern section of the city, near the Bethlen Bastion, there 

is located one of the most characteristic structures of Transylvanian 

ecclesiastical architecture. It is the great Reformed Church on Farkas 

Street (today: Strada Kogalniceanu) and is one of the old fortified 

churches of the country. This towerless and single-nave structure, built 

by King Matthias I, was once a Minorite church but since the Reforma

tion has served a congregation. Michael Apaffy, a Prince of Transylvania, 

is buried in the church's crypt. 

Until Kolozsvar came under Rumanian rule, Farkas Street was the 

Latin Quarter, the street of schools and colleges in Kolozsvar. Next to 

the Reformed church is the building of the church's former high school, 

generally known as the "Reformed College." The former high school of 

the Piarist Fathers is at the head of the street and is built over the site 

of a former Jesuit university founded by Istvan Bathory, Prince of Tran

sylvania and later King of Poland. St. Joseph's Seminary is in the vicinity 

of this school. With the loss of independence and the imposition of Haps

burg rule in Transylvania the Jesuit university ceased to exist. The Piar

ist Fathers for a while maintained a "Lyceum" with faculties of law, 

philosophy, natural science, and medicine. The large main building of 

the Hungarian university, constructed in the nco-renaissance style and 

occupying an entire block, was also built here in 1872. This school, the 

University of Kolozsvar, became one of the most respected universities 

in Central Europe. 

The "Stone Theater" was also built on Farkas Street. The cost of 

construction was covered by popular subscription and it was opened in 

1821. Most of the leading Hungarian actors and actresses performed on 

its stage. After the completion of the new Hungarian theater, which to

day is the Rumanian Opera House, the old theater was turned over to 

the university. With Rumanian occupation it was rebuilt as a mess hall 

for students . Today this old theater building bears no trace of the pur

pose for which it was built and can no longer be considered an historic 

monument. 
A fitting note on which to close this chapter is to mention the large, 
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ancient Hazsongard Cemetery in Kolozsvar. At the foot of the Felek 

Mountain, it is the resting place of many church dignitaries, municipal 

and public figures, and the members of outstanding Transylvanian fam

ilies . In spirit far removed from present ideological and cultural strife, 

it symbolizes the passing of a proud tradition which, though forgotten 

by men, is known to God. 

1. ''Population Conditions in Transylvania,'' Journal de la Soc. Hongroise de Statis
tique, Budapest, 1939. 

2. Recensamentul General al Populatiei Romane din 1930, Iustitutul Central de Sta
tisties, Bucuresti, 1930. 

:l. Populatis Republicii Populara Romane le 25 Januarie 1948, Institutul Central de 
Statistics, Bucuresti, 1948. 

-1. Annarul Statistic al R.P.R., 1960, Bucuresti. 



THE PRESENT SITUATION OF HUNGARIANS 

IN TRANSYLVANIA 

Ever since the vicissitudes of history compelled the Hungarians in 

Transylvania to come under Rumanian rule they have lived as third-class 

citizens if not prisoners of the state. And this in the territory that has 

been their homeland for one thousand years! Their frame of mind is best 

characterized as one of fear induced by terror and the Rumanian policy 

of oppression under which they had to live . That policy, to say multum 

in parvo, has led to the deportation of Hungarians from Southern Tran

sylvania to concentration camps in 1940 and 1941; the mass murder, or 

genocide, of Hungarians in 1944 and 1945; the deportations and imprison

ments ,  under inhuman conditions of thousands of Hungarians and the 

confiscation of their lands and homes; the systematic harassment and 

persecution of Protestant and Roman Catholic clergymen on trumped-up 

charges and their frequent imprisonment or deportation to concentra

tion camps in the marshlands of Dobruja or the wastes of Haragan; the 

nationalization of the ancient Protestant and Roman Catholic day-school 

systems and the confiscation of their properties; the prohibition of the 
use of the Hungarian language in all government buildings and many in

dustries and shops, and the punishment of those who break this law; the 

refusal to allow Hungarians to move from farmlands to towns or cities 

and severe job discrimination; the false interpretation of history taught 

in all Rumanian schools and disseminated in the press and by other mass 

media; the liquidation of historical Magyar cultural institutions - li

braries ,  museums and monuments - or fraudulently transforming them, 

often subtly, into Rumanian institutions .  These, and others unmentioned, 

are the hard facts of life with which Transylvanian Hungarians live from 

day to day, Rumanian propaganda to the contrary notwithstanding. 

In an article dealing with the conditions of Hungarians in Tran

sylvania the respected Neue Zuricher Zeitung of December 3, 1967 stated 

that "the presence of the secret police is still strong. Political opponents 
and troublesome intellectuals are put behind bars without delay." This 

fear keeps people from speaking freely about their plight to visitors . 

They are aware of the apparent omnipresence of Rumanian officialdom 
in the persons of the ordinary police, security police, civil officials, 

members of the militia, or of the communist party and the danger of 



even appearing to be giving information unfavorable to the state to 

a foreigner. With informants of the state in key positions it is little 
wonder that the Magyars dare to reveal their true feelings only within 

the family circle or to friends on whose confidence they can rely. 

RUMANIAN ATROCITIES 

To cite a particular instance of terror, after the bloody suppression 
of the Freedom Fight in Hungary in 1956, Rumanian authorities arrested 

on false charges many Hungarians, including Protestant ministers and 

Roman Catholic priests, and sentenced them to prison or to death. The 

political trials of some of these persons were described in detail in the 

West German weekly Der Spiegel in 1966. The following, taken from the 

article, are typical : 

Iren Peterfi, a student of history, was sentenced to ten years im

prisonment because she wrote in her private diary that she sympathized 

with the events of October-November 1956 in Budapest. The diary was 

found by the police during a search of her home; 

Andras Bereczky, a member of the Communist party and head of 

the Institute of Marxism-Leninism of the Bolyai University, was sen
tenced to fifteen years imprisonment for having failed to report to the 

police that two of his friends, Dobai and Varga, planned to, but did not, 

ask the United Nations for assistance to help solve the Transylvanian 

problem through an exchange of populations; 

ltinos Bartha, a student-poet in Kolozsvar-Cluj, was sentenced to 

seven years imprisonment, and the other members of the university 

council to five years each. The trials lasted only a few minutes and were 
held in the prison of Szamosujvar-Gherla. The respondents learned about 

their sentences from prison personnel. The inhuman conditions in the 

prison led to prison riots on June 14, 1958. The resistance of one hundred 

twenty-six Hungarian prisoners in cell eighty-seven was particularly 

strong and machine guns were used to subdue them. Those involved in 

the riots were tortured; 

Gyula Vari and Istvan Varhegyi, university docents, were sentenced 

to seven and six years imprisonment respectively because they had 

searched for the graves of past Hungarian poets, writers, and scientists 

in the Hazsongard Cemetery of Kolozsvar-Cluj and in doing so had "na
tionalistic motivation," and because it was alleged they had distributed 

counter-revolutionary documents, i .  e., news about the Hungarian Revolu

tion and Freedom Fight of 1956; 
A university student named Szilagyi was sentenced to twenty-five 

years imprisonment becau se he wrote a letter to the Hungarian Writers ' 



Associa t ion in Budapest  du ring the Revolution of 1956. Several hundred 

people were sentenced to imprisonment for periods ranging from one 

to three years because they had been reported to have listened to the 

news broadcasts of Radio Budapest; 

ltinos Dobri, a professor at the Reformed Theological Seminary, was 

sentenced to six years; a high school teacher named Komdromy was sen

tenced to five years ; and Dr. Dezso Ldszl6, a minister of the four hundred 

year old Reformed Church at Kolozsvar-Cluj , was sentenced to three 

years imprisonment. The charge against all three was that they had in 

their possession copies of the famous poem : "One Sentence about Tyran

ny" by Gyula Illyes, a Hungarian poet and currently member of the 

presidium of the Hungarian Writers' Association and deputy chairman 

of the Hungarian Pen Club. 

George Bailey, an American journalist, described the oppression of 

Hungarians in Transylvania in The Reporter of November, 1964. Accord

ing to him, after the crushing of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 

thousands of Hungarians were arrested, perhaps hundreds put to 
death. In one trial alone in Cluj, thirteen out of fifty-seven accused 
were executed. This year some eight thousand political prisoners 
were released with considerable fanfare by the Rumanian govern· 

ment in a general amnesty. But as far as I could ascertain in my 

recent travels through Transylvania, not one of the Hungarians 
arrested during the revolt  has yet been released. 

He went on to state that "the Rumanian desire to keep the Hunga

rian minority in its place has found more and more ways of expressing 

itself. " 

FORCEFUL RUMANIANIZATION 

Bailey's article confirmed other reports that were coming out of 

Rumania: 

The most far-reaching measure, however, was the merging of Hurz

garian with Rumanian schools. By the end of 1962 there was no 

longer a single wholly separate Hungarian school in Rumania. 

Within two years the new dispensation had made a mockery of the 
constitution's guarantee of access to schools where instruction is 
given in each people's "mother tongue." Rumanian has effectively 
replaced Hungarian at every level as the language of official and 
public life. This is not only because the leaders and key func
tionaries of the region are all Rumanians who know no Hungarian; 

employees throughout the region have been put on notice that if 
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they fail to use Rumanian in public they will be summarily dis ·  
missed. 

I have seen how these regulations work. When I stepped into  
a shop in  Targu Mures and addressed the salesclerk in  Hungarian ,  

h e  answered i n  Rumanian. I persisted i n  Hungarian. H e  persisted 

in Rumanian. Finally I asked him if he spoke Hungarian. " 'When

ever I can," he answered in Hungarian, "but we are under orders 

to speak Rumanian to customers." I asked if Targu Mures was not 
the capital of the Hungarian Region. "This is the capital of Limbo, ' '  
he replied. 

Rumania's transformation from an obsequious satellite practic
ing "genuine proletarian internationalism" to a fiercely independent 
national s tate pursuing a policy of forcible assimilation of minori

ties is accompanied by a propaganda offensive on a broad front 
that includes the reinterpretation of his tory as a method of further
ing the Rumanianization of Rumania. 

The Rumanian authorities have adopted a wide variety of other 
measures to isolate the Hungarian minority from contact with what 
most of them think of as their homeland. A Hungarian in Rumania 
must wait for six months to a year for permission to visit relatives 
in Hungary - if he is lucky. Foreign tourists in Rumania are al

lowed the run of the country - unless the tourist happens to be 
a Hungarian citizen. In this case he is restricted to a radius of six 
kilometers from the center of the location he designates as his des

tination upon entering the country. If he oversteps this limit, the 
Hungarian tourist is arrested, interrogated, and summarily deport

ed - if he is lucky. 

COLLECTIVIZATION BY TERROR 

A few years ago the Rumanian "militia" ( gendarmes, police, political 
police, and investigators) coerced Szekelys in the Hungarian autonom

ous territory by beating them up or by torturing them to make them 
join the agricultural cooperatives known as collectives and to hand over, 

without compensation, their lands,  animals, and equipment. This latter 

was to be done "voluntarily." The results of this forced collectivization 

were bitterness, poverty, extremely low living standards, and abandoned 

lands and low yields. People without exception including clergymen, 
are forced to work in the collectives and even then it took beating and 
torture to subdue the Szekelys. In Gyergy6 people fled to the forests 

or mountains but the Rumanian militia hunted them down and shot 

them. Many others were arrested and sent to concentration camps or 



prisons.  Many were forced to stand in water chest-deep for days until 

they finally succumbed and joined the collectives "voluntarily." A trust

worthy witness from the United States relates that a relative he visited 

in 1966 was in hospital with elephant-size legs due to such treatment. 

Respected peasant-farmers were tied and forced to walk through the 
streets of Gyergyoremete-Remeteia as a lesson to others. Today these 

peasant-farmers who were the back-bone of the old economy are the 

most miserably treated members in the collectives. 

In Gyergyoremete the commander of the Rumanian militia tortured 

and blackmailed many people until one night he was beaten seriously 

by young Szekelys . He was transferred to a neighboring Hungarian village 
where he tortured to death a young Hungarian boy. An investigation 

was launched at the request of the parents and it was established that 

the boy had been beaten to death. The murderer, however, was only 
transferred once again, as punishment.  This same official was made a 

leading party functionary in Gyergyoszentmiklos-Gheorgheni in the sum

mer of 1 966 enjoying considerable power. 

RUMANIAN LIBERALISM 

In order to conceal the true situation of minorities the Rumanian 
Communist regime takes considerable pains to show that it has adopted 

a more liberal attitude towards the Hungarian minority. In order to 

make it appear that the Hungarians are on their side they list the hand

ful of Hungarian collaborators and traitors who, motivated by personal 

ambition and often using Rumanianized names, follow the orders issued 

by the Rumanian overlords. Authorities also mention that there is a 

Hungarian language press and that there are Hungarian theaters in 
Rumania, but they do not mention that they have been made instru
ments of subtle Rumanian Communist propaganda in order to nip in 

the bud any Hungarian nationalist sentiment, any historical conscious

ness, or memory. They also speak about full religious freedom in the 

country and that the languages of national minority groups are taught 

in the schools .  

THE SITUATION OF THE CHURCHES 

The true situation, however, is that the Hungarian churches are ex

posed to considerable duress and that Catholic priests and Protestant 

ministers are exposed to constant harassment. A Reformed minister in 

one of the villages in Transylvania recently characterized the situation 

to a relative, a United States citizen, as follows : "We are unable to resist 
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this pressure any longer and we s h a l l  pl' r i s h .  Young people do no l  • 1 1 1 1 1 · 

to the church. Only elderly people d a re t o  come. I am unable to ·· p • · . d , 

about anything at all but religion . I a 111 u n der constant surveillann· . 1 1 1 o l 

I have to even be afraid of my own 1·e l a t ives . "  

For a few examples of  the pressu res a p p l i ed to  churchmen t h l' t . .  t 

lowing instances are cited: 

The second floor of the Reformed Theological Seminary was ta k • · 1 1  
over b y  the Rumanians who have used i t  !'o r class rooms for polit i l' ; d  

seminars given to  school teachers . 
In his fear of political persecu t ion B e l a  Tokes, a Reformed min i s  

ter in Nagybanya, committed suicide i n  1 962 .  Prior t o  amnesties ten Re

formed ministers were held in prison, among t hem Kalman Csiha, Janos 

Fekete, Ferenc Viski, and Kalman Varga ,  a minister in Abrudbanya. 

Those released were : Dezso Laszlo, Guszt{IV An dras , Peter Nagyr6b, and 
Janos Dobri, a Professor of Theology. 

Gyula David, Jr., an assistant univers i ty p rofessor, was imprisoned 

because he delivered a commemorative add ress at the tomb of Janos 

Apaczai Csere in the Hazsongard Cemetery in Kolozsvar after the Free· 
dom Fight in 1 956.  Csere was a leading Hungarian scientist of his time 

who founded the Reformed College of Kolozsvar and died in 1659.  

The situation of the Roman Catholic Church in Transylvania is as 

deplorable as is that of the Reformed Church. Aron Marton, a Roman 

Catholic bishop in Transylvania, was imprisoned in 1948; he received 
permission to return to Gyulafehervar-Alba Julia in 1955 but he was 

kept there under house arrest until the Fall of 1967.  Rumors are that 

he is no longer under house arrest but he is not allowed to move freely 

outside his residence. Many Roman Catholic priests were imprisoned for 

periods ranging from five to ten years, some of them deported to the 

Baragan where they suffered inhuman treatment. According to reliable 

information, a number of these priests were released in the amnesties 

but they were not allowed to resume their work or return to their resi

dences .  They are helped by ministers who still receive their state 

stipends. 
According to Papi Egyseg, a periodical published in Vienna, informa

tion coming from Transylvania at the end of 1 966 indicates that priests 

who are not officially recognized or accepted by the state are left to 

their fate. They celebrate mass clandestinely or in private homes with

out the knowledge of the authorities.  There are also priests who are al 

lowed to celebrate masses in public but are forbidden to perform any 

o ther ecclesiastical functions . Young priests have to wait for as long as 

eighteen months to obtain their state permits to function as clerics. Dur

ing that period they are allowed to work as temporary assistants without 



Rumanians only so that many Hungarians in Transylvania are con

demned to economic ruin while all envision a hopeless future. 

The situation of our Magyar brethren in Transylvania makes a 
mockery of the articles of the peace treaties which were aimed at protect

ing national minorities. The chauvinistic policy of Communist Rumania 

in its Stalinist anti-Hungarianism disregards all human rights and in

ternational obligations solemnly agreed upon and promised in peace 

treaties. If any change in that policy is discerned, it is usually more in 

subtilty than in substance. 
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