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Gaél Briand

Bretagne, France

When Jacobinism holds
back the rise of regions

There may be people in this room who don’t know Brittany, a peninsula in the
far west of Europe, facing Cornwall. The current Brittany is, in reality, the ‘small
Britain' as opposed to the old British island of ‘Great Britain’, from where the
Bretons originally emigrated. It is no surprise then to find some common top-
onyms from each side of the English Channel. The Breton and Cornish languag-
es are very close and represent two of the three Brythonic Celtic languages, the
third one being Welsh. This is no Celtic obsession, however, it needs to be said
that the ancient Celtic civilisation has left its mark on all of Europe, especially in
central Europe (Hallstatt).

When did the Breton consciousness rise?

It could be said that there have been several nationalist bursts of Breton con-
sciousness in the history of Brittany. It would be anachronistic to speak about
the Breton ‘nation’ at the time of the kings of Brittany, a bit less at the age of the
duchess Anne and the Breton State. Brittany lost its independence in 1532, but
the turning point came after the French revolution, which I will explain laterO

It would be fair to say that Breton nationalism was born at the end of the 18™®
century at the time of the European Romanticism (Raise of the nationalities in
the Europe of the 19* century). At this time, Viscount Hersart de la Villemarqué
produced a popular songbook, Barzaz Breizh (United Bretons). These ‘roman-
tic’ people were called ‘Liberals’, in the political sense of the word. The Breton
political and cultural movement developed towards the end of the First World
War then in the 1970’s with the book called “le cheval d’orgueil”, Xavier Grall or
Glenmor, Alan StivellO

As the twentieth century continues, the concept of the French Republic, a
truly Parisian phenomena is less and less appreciated. Contrary to nations with-
out state which made them, France has built its identity around the state and
has often done this through the use of force. Centralization began with the mon-
archy, particularly under the reign of Louis XIV, and was reinforced after the
French Revolution. The Revolutionaries, under pressure from European monar-
chies, chose the unity of the state. Bretons won individual rights, but lost collec-
tive ones. Brittany is not considered an entity anymore, because the new social
contract only gave rights to the people. The French state deprived Brittany of
its identity, as it has done with the other French regions/nations.
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Today, in France, the debate between the Girondins (ones who are in favour
of a decentralized organisation of French Republic) and Jacobins (ones who
are in favour of centralization) is still lively. The Jacobine concept is also very
“French” and is used to describe the excessive centralization of the territory. For
example, the Paris area receives 60% of the French cultural budget whereas this
region represents only 18% of the population and 2% of the territory. In contrast,
campaigners for the recognition of collective rights for minorities are described
as “communautaristes”, which means “people who are only interested in their
own private group”).

French centralization was (and still is) synonymous with a continental politic
that has, from a geo-political point of view, has weakened Brittany. Brittany is
no longer able to fully profit from the sea although this region harboured one of
the main merchant fleets of Europe in the 15" and 16 centuries. This central-
peripherical logic is still working at the present time: Brittany is receiving funds
from the European Union whose aim is to “open up” the region.

Regarding the linguistic situation, centralization has been led by a strong
dogmatism: The abbot Gregoire, in the year 1794, published his “report on
the necessity and means to annihilate patois and to universalize the use of the
French language”. In this report he says that only the language of liberty should
be used in France i.e. French.

It wasn’t until 1951 that limited permission to teach regional languages in
France came about under the « deixonne » law. The idea of one state, one lan-
guage is still popular in France unfortunately and explains why the French As-
sembly and Senate refused the integration of regional languages in the French
Constitution in May. Since July and the reform of French institutions, there
is now a mention of regional languages in Article 75 (but without any rights).
People didn’t understand why the Senate initially refused the amendment and
finally agreed, it is believed, because of mounting pressure. It should be noted
that the amendment does not mean that there is now co-officialization between
the French language and the regional languages of the French state.

Whereas French unity is not threatened by the rise of regional languages, the
French State continues to discriminate against these languages and the Breton
linguistic situation is very problematic. If nothing happens, it’s possible that
the language will disappear in a few decades. In 2004, the administrative re-
gion of Brittany - where the UDB makes up part of the ruling power - voted
unanimously for an ambitious linguistic policy which aimed to attract 20 000
pupils to Breton/French bilingual education by 2010. This aim however will not
be achieved, because the state does not approve of the plans.

The Regional Council of Brittany holds the portfolio for “linguistic policy
skills” and has the potential to create new projects related to this aim. Refus-
al. In spite of a volontarist regional policy and a high demand from the Breton
population, the teaching of the Breton language is stagnating and even being re-
duced in secondary schools. This is a consequence of French centrality, because
the Basques in the state of Spain, with a linguistic efficient tool, have better
results (30% of pupils attend bilingual education compared to 2% in Brittany!
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In addition, in this current climate of ‘liberal’ French politics, the French gov-
ernment suppresses thousands of teaching positions and the removal of second
academic disciplines (drawing or languages) is accelerated. How can it be pos-
sible to save our language when our representation at French Governmental
level is so weak that it’s impossible even to enter into a discussion? The reality
is that the Breton language is only alive in Brittany through the exceptional
work of associations like the Diwan organisation, a Breton language school by
immersion programme.

France is one of the last states of the European Union that has not ratified
the European Charter for Regional and Minority Languages, whereas its ratifi-
cation is a condition for new members. Ironically, it should be remembered that
the statement in the French Constitution that read that “the language of the
Republic is French” was added in 1992 to protect French against the English
language! Today, the French Constitutional Council uses this Article against the
regional languages of France.

The nation-state is seen as a battleground against globalisalisation. This state
nationalism is coupled by an “dentity” tension that has arisen since the Maas-
tricht treaty. The pursuit of cultural uniformity, where only a French identity is
recognised, is in stark contrast to the European ideal of ‘unity in diversity’; an
ideal that is sadly lacking in France. Globalisation has changed our world per-
ception and has moved it from an increased world to a world meeting its limits,
to a fragile global village and this is the reason why the ecological fight is impor-
tant. Each culture should be able to express itself in its own way and the use of
the internet is helping them to achieve this.

But the French conception of the world and human rights is still the same:
French focused. France, in the European Union, has played a strange role. Even
though it was one of the founding fathers of the EU, it is a main opponent of the
principal project as the European Community for Defense presented in 1954. In
order to show you that I'm correct in this assumption, let me quote to you some
sentences from former Presidents of the French Republic

De Gaulle:

This action aims to reach goals which, because there are French, answered to
the inlerest of Humans.

Pompidou: France should play THE role in Europe (note that he doesn’t say
“arole”).

Valéry Giscard d’Estaing: the deep biology of the French people is making it a
distinct group, different from other people and destined to be elile in the world.

Mitterrand: This indefinable spiril thal permits France to conceive and ex-
plain the deepest needs of the human spirit.

Jacques Chirac and Nicolas Sarkozy have also spoken in this sense too.

You should understand that, for the UDB, different identities should not be
opposed, because they add value! Regions are essential elements for commu-
nication at a local and global level. Unfortunately, France continues to refuse
autonomy for its regions, whereas the majority of all European Union states ex-
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ercise some form of decentralisation or even have autonomous regions within
their states. France however, still believes that power should be exerted from
Paris, with one single voice. This vision has its consequences: the destruction
of Breton culture and language (and for that matter the Corsican, Basque, Oc-
citan, Flemish, Alsatian, Catalan culture and language too) Is it any wonder that
administrative regions manage only 3% of the public money in France?

Centralism strengthens the negative effects of liberalism and this is seen in
the Brittany of today. A few months ago, staff from state controlled publie ser-
vices like the law courts and hospitals took to the streets in their thousands,
after being called to protest by Christian Troadec, the Mayor of the small Breton
town of Carhaix and member of the UDB group on the Breton Regional Council.
It did no harm just this once, central power was put off in the face of the growing
demonstrations. It may signal “the golden age” of demonstrations in Brittany
against central control.

France, with its administrative complexity, slows down the development of
its regions in spite of intense political pressure. The will of Michel Rocard to de-
colonize the provinces will end when regions obtain their autonomy. This idea of
an ‘efficient’ Republic will not occur without some solidarity towards the poor-
est regions. A Europe of nation-states, as upheld by France, is out of date.

As you can see, France is archaic compared to other EU democracies and
holds stubbornly to its Jacobite political traditions. This is the reason why we
try to make our voice heard and by providing a demoeratic alternative. In the
name of my party, the UBD, I would like to thank the European Free Alliance
for giving me the opportunity to speak to you about my stateless nation of Brit-

tany. Most of all I would like to thank you for your attention and your warm
welcome.
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GALICIA, Spain

Galicia
AN EUROPEAN NATION

The Stateless nations

The constituted States present themselves as the representation of ratigpilii
ity, modernity and constitutional democracy. They see themse]ve{s as 12(; 'Lll 1; :)f
organizations that respond to a determinist aim and 1t§ borderg as a rt o of
eebgraphic, economic and cultural agreements, forgetting that in grleat : h $
urement they are a consequence of contingent circumstances of dynastic cha
acter or product of war. - ”
. In 1'el§tion to the internal stateless nations they practise ccnnfusmntlr(].:l thffﬂu
interest, blaming the aspirations from these nations on self—go"emmerf Jt ue Lg
transitory ambitions of the bourgeoisie or signs of an eagerness for ther ¥ ur?
the feudal order. In contrast to this vision, the aspirations of self—dete;mma;gﬂ
of European Stateless nations are really integrated in the process of formati t
of the States and, particulary, the current of conquest oi'th{‘. popular SOV?‘”e‘flt'lhlé
that took place in the continent after the French Revolution of 1789, agains
absolute monarchies or Empires. R ) )
Present Europe cannot be understood without recognizing this reality. %{ﬂ_ttle
more than five States: Portugal, Spain, France, Holland and the Umtqd mdg—
dom inherited the monarchic territorial patrimony previous to 1789, if we ; 0
not consider their ultramarine patrimony and taking into account the European
borders of these States in certain cases have changed. .
Nine of the fifteen States EU: Ireland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Italy,
Austria, Sweden, Denmark, Greece and Finland, did not count in lc'l?BEI?{]n tl‘rlti‘lr
present state form. Norway and Sweden separated in 1905. Po%an_ : Eu?gsg,
the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Rumania, Slovenia, Latvia, Estonia,
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Lithuania, Malta and Cyprus were not independent in that erucial year of XVIII
century.

In this context, from Scotland to Galicia, the national movements of the
Stateless nations correspond with the process that caused the creation of most
of the European States and, in particular, of the States members of the Euro-
pean Union. If each one of the national movement is characterized by a certain
ideology, according to historical, cultural and social circumstances of each coun-
try and due to the character of the monarchic organization or the State in which
it was integrated, the aspirations of the nations State depend, in ultimatily and
mainly, on their will of self-government and independence.

The Stateless nations and the peoples look for their national freedom, ei-
ther wanting their statehood and Constitution, or belonging to a plurinational
State.

Look for it In the same way, for instance, that Norway in the beginning of XX
century, Ireland, in a long process in first half of that century, or Slovenia, re-
cently, conquered its own State.

In certain cases its want to overcome the obstacles that prevent their integra-
tion in the historical and cultural nation of which wishes to be part, as it hap-
pens with the magiar peoples today integrated in States other than Hungary.

On history, the culture and the political reality of Galicia

Galicia is integrated in the Spanish State, but it is not simply a part of Spain.
Its national and cultural personality is not due to it. Its history does not corre-
spond with the official one, based on the identification of the Spanish State with
Spain a a unique nation. In the Roman time, the extensive Gallaecia in itself
constituted one of the provinces of the Empire. It was how the Galician-swabian
kingdom the first constituted independent kingdom within the territory of the
Roman Empire. It did not form part of visigotic kingdom, which is considered as
the main origin of official idea of Spain.

During the Middle Age, being independent and never islamist, the kingdom
of Galicia which extended to the northwest quadrant of the Iberian Peninsula,
coexisted for centuries with the Muslim kingdom of Al Andalus or Spania, es-
tablished in the south and the east. Arriving from the Ural Mountains, and the
British Islands, from Scandinavia and Italy, from all Central Europe, the ways
of the pilgrimages to Santiago de Compostela in Galicia constituted one of the
foundations of European identity.

Portugal, in the atlantic facade of Iberian Peninsula, is the result of the inde-
pendence of the Galician Portucale county, being originally one of the Galician
independent kingdoms. The kingdom of Galicia settled down several centuries
before the creation of the kingdom of Castile, which in Spanish historiografie
ideology is taken as the foundation of Spain as a unique nation.

Galicia was dominated at the end the XV century by the Spanish monar-
chy of Catholic Kings (Isabel and Fernando). The church and the Galician
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nobility were overruled and later integrated in the European Empire of the
Habsburg, but both classes maintained his patrimonial dominion in Galician
territory.

(It was the historical time in which Hungary of the Jagellon dynasty was as a
king consort the Habsburg Fernando (later emperor) who had as well the Gali-
cian origin surname Trastamara).

Far away from their country, the Galician nobility had an important role in
the policy of the Habsburg monarchy in Europe. The Church, whose patrimonial
dominion extended to 50% of Galician territory, was hispanized and ruled for
centuries by foreign bishops.

In 18th century, Galicia like other peninsular kingdoms moved to depend on
French origin Borbon dynasty.

The Galician-portuguese language was born in the historical Galicia. Today,
due to Portuguese Empire, it is the language of 220 million people in four con-
tinents: besides Portugal and Galicia, in Brazil, Cabo Verde, Guinea-Bissau,
Angola, Mocambique and Timor.

But against this reality and in spite of being spoken by the entire of the Gali-
cian population, it was forbidden during five centuries. Even today the Spanish
State considers it as a minority language, having in Galicia constitutional status
inferior to Spanish. The language continues being spoken by the majority of
the population. It is normally used in autonomous institutions, especially in the
Galician Parliament.

Portuguese (Galician-portuguese) defines culturally Brazil, the main State of
Latin America and one of the emergent States of the planet.

Galicia has almost three million people. There are millions of Galician people
living abroad, specially in Latinomérica, as sometimes occurs in others euro-
pean countries which underwent a massive emigration.

The character of Galicia is not considered in the official definition of Spain.
Galician country is not Mediterranean but Atlantic. Taking into account the
climate and the landseape, it is not an South European country but a northern
one, close in this sense, and certain social and cultural aspects, to Britany, Ire-
land, Scotland and England. Having a benign temperature, it is the country of
water, rain and sun.

The administrative Galicia has 30,000 square kilometers and their cost is
more than 1,500 kilometers long, an extraordinary dimension due to fourteen
ample and deep Rias (bays/ fiords), with privileged ports and hundreds of inter-
nal beaches with a exepcional character.

The country was marginalized historically by the Spanish State, as much
economically as in its communication routes. It entered in the European Com-
munity under unfavorable conditions in 1986, without its interests being de-
fended neither by the Goverment of the Spanish State, nor by the autonomous
Government of Galicia. Being at that moment a basically agrarian and fishing
country, and despite the bad conditions of the entry, today it has urban and
industrial character, leading economic sectors in the Spanish State: car facto-
ries, shipyards, fashion and clothing industry, wood, milk, fishering, ornamen-
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tal stones... It has a income per capita which approaches 90% of the average
of the EU.

Together with Portugal, It forms part of the occidental Atlantic facade of the
Iberian Peninsula, comprising both nations 14 million people. The commeon en-
try in the EU and the consequent disappearance of the borders made it possible
for country to be, between the autonomous communities of the Spanish State,
the first importer and exporter with Portugal.

The Galician national movement

The Galician national movement was born during the 19 century. It was
founded on the history, culture, language and social reality of the country, as-
suming the economic revindications of each period. It was born in 19% century,
when it began the creation of most of the present European States. The central-
ization of the Spanish State in 1833 with the establishment of 50 provinces (four
of them in Galician territory), had provoked the elimination of the governing
body (Junta) of the Kingdom of Galicia, and institution that did not maintain
an important power, but represented the institutional character of the nation.

The dominion of the territory by the nobility and the Church and the ma-
rine isolation of Galicia in the Atlantic, due to the Habsburg and the Borbon
wars with the European powers, basically England, France, Netherland and the
princes of the Empire, explained why in the 19*" century Galicia did not count
on civic and political institutions which could join its social and economic inter-
ests with the cultural political vindications (taking on the possibility of a Gali-
clan kingdom constituting itself a contemporary State or contributing to the
transformation of the Spanish State as a plurinational institution). Due to this,
in its beginnings the Galician national movement had basically an intellectual
character.

Its development before becoming a mass movement specially prevented -as
it in the cases of Catalonia and Euzkadi- over all by the democratic deficiency
of institutions in the Spanish monarchy. During the 19* and 20* centuries and
until 1975, the Spanish political system was ruled by a absolutist monarchy and
two Dictatorships. One,of these by general Primo de Rivera in the 1920°s and
the other by militarist and facist regime of general Franco, between 1939 and
1975, after the Civil War 1936-1939. These circunstances impeded the action of
the emergent demoecratic expressions, and also the creation of institutional and
political spheres in the internal nations.

This system was only interrupted by the 1st Republic within the Democratic
Six-year period, 1968-1974, and by the 2nd Republic, 1931-1936.

The Galician national movement was represented in the Spanish State Par-
liament during the 2nd Republic by the Galician Party (PG). With the help of
other left and republican democratic parties in 1936 obtained a Statute of Au-
tonomy of Galicia. The PG fought with the Popular Front against fascism and,
like other political parties, it suffered a cruel repression.
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After the victory of the allies in the II World War, the PG and other demo-
cratic parties hoped that the Allies caused the fall of the Dictator Franco, ally
of Hitler and Mussolini, and the arrival of a Federal Republic. Nevertheless, the
beginning of the Cold War and the partition of Europe motivated the support
of U.S.A., United Kingdom and other States for Franco s Dictatorship, making
democratic hope impossible.

In the decade of the Fifties the PG was dissolved due to these circumstances.
Only in the Sixties was the rebirth of the Galician nationalism possible, as a part
of the democratic forces against the Dictatorship.

The national movement was located in the field of the political left. It had two
basic tendencies structured through changing organization forms. One, located
specifically in the space of anti-imperialism and anticolonialism, advocated the
formation of a National Front, incorporating the whole of political and social
nationalists forces. In the Cold War this tendency, without integrating in it, was
simpathetic to the camp of real socialism and rejected the European Commu-
nity.

The other tendency, being equally anti-imperialist and anticolonialist, be-
longed to the field of the european emergent left, which considered the separa-
tion of the principle of 20th century between Socialists and Communists over-
come, being in favor of an European unit carried out by nations and people.

Both tendencies defended the sovereignty and the national self-determina-
tion of Galicia, transforming the Spanish State into a Confederal State. The
second tendency was more clearly oriented to the attainment of a singular na-
tional State.

It was a time in which moved forward the social, economic and linguistic vin-
dications and fundamental steps for the creation of a Galician workers union. As
a result, the present Galician Intersyndical Confederation (CIG), was located
as a second union force in Galicia, having an equal representative level as the
state ones (CCOO and UGT).

The fall of Franco ‘s Dictatorship opened the possibility for the State Consti-
tution of 1978 and a Galician Statute of Autonomy. In there circunstances, the
first nationalistic tendency objected the new situation, considering that did not
bring appropriate progress in democracy or in the creation of a Galician national
space. Nevertheless, the second tendency, maintaining selfdeterminist positions,
participated directly in the democratic fight for the State Constituicion to recog-
nize the of Statute of Autonomy, recovering the right gainded in the 2nd Republic
by Catalonia, Euskadi and Galicia. In this constitutional scope defended that the
Statute of Autonomy recognize to Galicia a nationality character.

The Statute of Autonomy not yet fulfilled nationalism objectives, but is
competent in important matters as health, education (including universities),
culture, industrial, agrarian and fishing development, domestic trade and con-
sumption, public works, housing, equality and social welfare and, amongst oth-
ers, a certain limited fiscal autonomy.

Galician language is coofficial in Galicia, along with the Spanish Castilian lan-
guage, The Autonomous Budget for 2008 comes near to 12.000 million euros,
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a figure that is equivalent to 22% of Galician GIP In any case, the centralised
and unifying character that remains in the Spanish State determine negatively
the exercise of the granted competences of Statutes of Autonomy. The Spanish
State does not recognize Galicia, Catalonia and Euskadi as nations.

The Galician nationalism today

The fall of Dictatorship with the arrival of the democracy in the Spanish State
favoured the expansion of the Galician nationalism. It obtained a representation
in the Galician Parliament and, after contradictory experiences, both nacional-
ist tendencies met in the midle of the Nineties in Bloque Nacionalista Galego.
The BNG achieve a remarkable presence in the municipalities and accessed to
the Spanish State Parliament. In 1997 the BNG managed to locate itself in the
Parliament of Galicia as a second Galician political force and as a first left politi-
cal organization, constituting itself as a Government alternative. In 1999, mak-
ing a solo appearance, it achieve a representation in the European Parliament.

In 2001 it still remained as first force of the Galician left in Parliament. It ob-
tained government majorities in three of the main cities of the country, as well
as in certain municipalities of smaller demographic dimensions. It had three
members in the State Congress of Deputies and it was not far from obtaining a
Parliamentary Group.

But, after an internal crisis, in 2005 it yielded the seat of second force to the
Socialist Party of Galicia, which was integrated in the state PSOE. In the same
elections the Peoples Party of Galicia lost the absolute majority which it had
had, allowing the formation of a coalition PSOE-BNG Government, under Presi-
dency of that Spanish party.

After the 2007 municipal elections, the BNG governs in coalition with the PSOE
in seven main Galician cities (Vigo, A Coruna, Santiago de Compostela, Ourense,
Lugo, Ferrol and Pontevedra). Although maintains the mayorship of Pontevedra.

The BNG is a member of the alliance Galeuscat, together with CIU and PNV,
nationalistic forces of Catalonia and Euskadi, demanding a plurinacional State.
It Is also, as you know, one of the six forces of the European Free Alliance that
governs in Stateless nations such Scotland, Wales, Flandes, Catalonia, Euskadi
as well in Galicia.

In the Galician national movement there still an ideological and strategic divi-
sion on the meaning of the European Union, as well as in the economic and social
system and the estrategy to the self-determination of the Stateless nations.

The Stateless nations and the European Union

In this sense, I think the self-determination of the Stateless nations is not more
difficult within the European Union than in the old situation inside the Member
States.

The EU constitutes an historical democratic revolution. It denies the war as
a form of relation between the Member States. It eliminates the separating bor-
ders. It establishes common democratic institutions. It could be in the world as
a civil power. And it particular transforms the absolute sovereignty into shared
sovereignty.

It is evident that the EU has still not develop its potential. Member States,
having been protagonists of the creation of the Union, frequently became an-
tagonists, making difficult necessary advances. It is not possible to deny , ei-
ther, the fact that acting as if the EU did not exist, as in the case the U.S.A war
in Iraq, certain States members make contrary decisions to the character and
the objectives of the Union. However these, and other contradictions, possibly
historicaly inevitable, must be contemplated in the light of the extraordinary
dimension of the construction of a Union of peace and solidarity, that is in the
origins of this unusual adventure.

This antagonism also appears in relation to Stateless nations. The European
Union is defined as a unit in the diversity, but the institutional and political
diversity that recognizes directly is only the the State "s one, and not at this mo-
ment the Stateless s nations one.

The acceptance by the UE in their institutions of the nations and the peoples
Stateless is pending. However, the Union does not deny, in any case, the pres-
ence or the integration of constitutionally plurinational States, nor prohibites in
principle the internal creation of new independent States and its integration as
Member States. Legally, the new independent States could be the result of self-
determination of present nations Stateless.

It does not deny either, absolutely, a privileged relation of cultural and linguis-
tic nations that remain divided by the old borders of the States, as it happens
particulary in Hungarian comunity.

Therefore, in relation to the previous situation, when the centralized and uni-
formed States, the jacobin States, responded to the idea and the practice of the
absolute sovereignty which was applied specially against internal nations and
peoples, the existence of the UE does not suppose an added difficulty for the
nations Stateless. It constitutes an historical opportunity at the footpath of the
self-determination.

As such in conclusion, we can ask ourselves for the reason of no recognition in
the Union of nations Stateless with an historical, economic and cultural spread
like nations present here in this meeting in Budapest, similar to others nations
integrated, legitimately, in the EU as Member States.

Budapest, the 18" August 2008
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A GALIZA UMA NACAO EUROPEIA
As nagdes sem Estado

Os Estados constituidos tendem a apresentar-se a si mesmos como a representagio da
racionalidade, a modernidade e a democracia constitucional. Enxergam-se como entidades
politicas que respondem a um designio determinista e consideram as suas fronteiras como
um resultado de condicionamentos geogréficos, econémicos e culturais, esquecendo que
em grande medida sdo consequéncia de circunstincias contingentes de cardcter dinastico
ou de guerras.

Em relagio com as nagdes sem Estado internas praticam uma confusdo interessada, acu-
sando as aspiragdes ao autogoverno destas nagdes de serem devidas a ambigdes transitorias
da burguesia ou signos de uma 4nsia de retorno a ordem feudal.

Face a esta visdo, as aspiragdes a autodeterminagio das nagdes sem Estado europeias
integram-se realmente no processo de formacéo dos Estados e, em especial, na corrente de
conquista da soberania popular que se produziu no continente depois da Revolugiio Fran-
cesa face as monarquias absolutas ou aos Impérios.

A Europa actual nio se pode compreender sem reconhecer esta realidade. Pouco mais que
cinco Estados: Portugal, Espanha, Franga, Holanda e o Reino Unido herdaram o patriménio
territorial monarquico anterior a 1789, e ainda assim sem que o seu patriménio ultramarino
ou as fronteiras europeias destes Estados sofressem mudangas determinantes.

Irlanda, Bélgica, Luxemburgo, Alemanha, Itlia, Austria, Suécia, Dinamarca, Grécia e
Finlandia, nove dos Estados da Unido Europeia dos 15, nio contavam em 1789 com a sua
actual forma estatal. Noruega e Suécia separaram-se em 1905. Polonia, Hungria, a Republi-
ca Checa, Eslovaquia, Bulgaria, Roménia, Eslovénia, Letonia, Estonia, Litudnia, Malta e
Chipre néo eram independentes naquele ano crucial do século X VIII.

Neste contexto, da Escocia 4 Galiza, os movimentos nacionais das nagdes sem Estado
correspondem-se com 0 processo que provocou a criagdo da maioria dos Estados eu-
ropeus e, em particular, dos Estados membros da Unido Europeia. Se cada um dos movi-
mentos nacionais se caracteriza por uma certa ideologia, de acordo com as circunstincias
historicas, culturais e sociais do pais e com o cardcter da entidade monarquica ou do
Estado em que resultou integrado, em tltima instincia e maioritariamente as aspiragoes
das nagdes sem Estado evidenciam fundamentalmente uma vontade de autogoverno e
independéncia.

As nagdes e os povos sem Estado pretendem a sua liberdade nacional, quer procurando
uma institui¢do estatal e uma Constituigdo propria, quer fazendo parte de um Estado de
caracter plurinacional. Pretendem-no da mesma forma que, por exemplo, Noruega a princi-
pio do século XX, Irlanda, num longo processo na primeira metade do século XX, ou Es-
lovénia, recentemente, conquistaram um Estado proprio.

Em determinados casos querem a superagdo dos obsticulos que impedem a integra¢iio na
nagdo historica e cultural da que sentem parte, como ocorre com os povos de cultura magiar
integrados hoje em Estados que tém fronteiras com Hungria.
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Sobre a historia, a cultura e a realidade da Galiza

A Galiza esta integrada no Estado Espanhol, mas ndo ¢ simplesmentc_-: uma paﬁne de Es-
panha nem lhe deve a sua personalidade nacional e cultural. A sua historia ndo se cor-
responde com a oficial, fundamentada na identificacdo do EsladolEslpanllol com Espanha
como nagdo Gnica. No tempo romano, a extensa Gallaecia constifuia por s1 mesma uma
das provincias do império. A Galiza foi como galaico-suevo o primeiro reino mdep_enden_te
constituido no territério do império romano. Nio fez parte do reino visigodo, reino cujo
territorio também se estendeu pela actual Franga, que se tem como origem da ideia oficial
de Espanha. _ .

Durante a Idade Média, sendo independente e nunca islamizado, o reino da Ga,llza
que se estendia pelo quadrante noroeste da Peninsula Ibérica conviveu durante sécu-
los com o reino mugulmano de Al Andalus ou Spania, estabelecido no sul e no léste.
Os caminhos das peregrinagdes a Santiago de Compostela constituiram um dos. fundamen-
tos da identidade europeia. Chegavam a capital da Galiza desde os Montes Urales, Ilhas
Britdnicas, Escandinavia, Italia e toda Centroeuropa. ) o

Portugal, na fachada atlintica da Peninsula Ibérica, é o resultado da mdependencraﬁo
condado galego de Portucale. O reino portugués foi nas suas origens uma das duatt; Gal-
izas independentes. O reino da Galiza existia varios séculos antes de ser criado o reino de
Castela que na ideologia historiografica espanhola se tem como o fundamento de Espanha
como nagdo Unica. )

A Galiza foi dominada no fim do século XV pela monarquia dos Reis Cal{_ﬁhcos (Isa'b‘cl
e Fernando). A Igreja e a nobreza galega foram submetidas e integradas delpms no Império
dos Habsburgo, mas ambas as classes mantiveram os seus dominios patrimoniais no ter-
ritorio galego. _

(Foi o tempo historico em que a Hungria da dinastia Jagellon passou a ter como rei con-
sorte o futuro imperador romano-germanico Fernando I, que junto ao apelido dos Hasburgo
levava o de Trastimara, de origem galega.) _

Longe do seu pais, a nobreza galega teve um papel relevante na p_olitica da monarquia
Habsburgo em Europa. A Igreja, cujo dominio patrimonial se cstcndml pelo [porl] SQ% do
territorio galego, foi espanholizada ¢ governada durante séculos por bispos alheios & Gal-
iza.

No século XVIII, a Galiza como os outros reinos da monarquia Habsburgo peninsular
passou a depender da dinastia Bourbon, de origem francesa. _ _

Foi na Galiza histérica onde nasceu a lingua galego-portuguesa. Hoje, dcwd_o ao grande
Império portugués, tem 220 milhdes de falantes, estendendo-se por quatro continentes: ade-
mais de Portugal e a Galiza, no Brasil, Cabo Verde, Guiné-Bissau, Angola, Mogambique e
Timor Léste. _

Mas, contra esta realidade e a pesar de ser falada pela totalidade da populagao, na Gailz_a
foi negada durante séculos. No Estado espanhol consideram-na como uma das lingua mi-
noritarias, tendo na propria Galiza um stfatus constitucional inferior ao do ca:?lv:ll?anlo.~ O
galego ¢ falado pela maioria da populagdo, sendo a lingua de uso nor:mal pelas instituigdes
autonomas e especialmente no Parlamento do pais. Como portugucs (galcgo-por’_rUgllCS)
define a identidade cultural do Brasil, o principal Estado de Latinoamérica e um dos Estados
emergentes do planeta.
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A Galiza tem perto de trés milhdes de habitantes. Como ocorre noutros paises europeus
que sofreram a emigragdo, conta com varios milhdes de pessoas de ori gem galega que habi-
tam fora, especialmente em Latinomérica.

O cardcter da Galiza ndo estd considerado na definicdo oficial de Espanha. O pais
galego ndo ¢ mediterrdnico mas atlantico. Por clima e paisagem nio € um pais do sul
de Europa mas do norte, proximo neste sentido, e em determinados aspectos sociais
e culturais, a Irlanda, Escécia, Inglaterra ou Bretanha. Dispondo de uma temperatura
benigna, ¢ o territorio da agua, o vento e o sol. A Galiza administrativa tem 30.000
quilometros quadrados de superficie e umas costas de mais de 1.500 quilometros, uma
extraordinaria dimensdo devida ds catorze amplas e profundas Rias (baias ou fiordes)
que a configuram, com portos privilegiados e centos de praias internas de cardcter ex-
cepcional.

O pais foi marginalizado historicamente pelo Estado Espanhol, tanto economicamente
como nas vias de comunicagao. Ingressou na Comunidade Europeia em condigoes desfa-
voraveis em 1986, sem que os seus interesses fossem defendidos nem pelo Governo do Es-
tado Espanhol, nem pelo Governo Auténomo da Galiza. Sendo nesse momento um pais ba-
sicamente agrario e piscatorio, ¢ apesar das més condi¢des da entrada, hoje tem um carécter
urbano e industrial, liderando importantes sectores econémicos do Estado Espanhol: au-
tomovel, construgdo naval, produgdo eléctrica, ¢ agora a energia eolica, moda e confeccio,
madeira, leite, pesca, rochas ornamentais.

A renda por habitante aproxima-se de 90% da média da UE.

Junto com Portugal faz parte da fachada atlantica ocidental da Peninsula Ibérica so-
mando as duas nagdes 14 milhdes de habitantes. A entrada comum na UE e o consequente
desaparecimento das fronteiras fez possivel que Galiza seja, entre as Comunidades Auténo-
mas do Estado Espanhol, a primeira importadora e exportadora em relagdo com o Estado
portugués.

O movimento nacional galego

O movimento nacional galego nasceu durante o século XIX. Fundamentou-se na historia,
a cultura e a lingua do Reino da Galiza, assumindo as reivindicagdes econdmicas e sociais
de cada época. Emergiu, quando comegavam a estabelecer-se a maioria dos actuais Estados
europeus.

A centralizagdo do Estado Espanhol em 1833 com o estabelecimento de 50 provincias
-quatro delas galegas- governadas desde Madrid, provocara a eliminagdo da Junta (Gov-
ermno) do Reino da Galiza, institui¢do que niio conservava um poder relevante, mas repre-
sentava o caracter institucional da nagio.

O dominio sobre a terra pela nobreza e a Igreja e o isolamento maritimo da Galiza no
Atlantico por causa das guerras dos Habsburgo e dos Bourbon com as poténcias europeias,
basicamente Inglaterra, Franga, Holanda e os principes do Império, motivou que no século
XIX a Galiza também ndo contasse com instituigdes civicas e econdmicas que, manifestan-
do os seus interesses ¢ unindo-os s reivindicagdes culturais, potenciassem a possibilidade
de que o Reino se constituisse como um Estado contempordneo ou contribuisse a estrutura-
¢do plurinacional do Estado Espanhol.
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Desta forma, nos seus inicios 0 movimento nacional galego teve um cardcter basica-
mente intelectual.

O seu desenvolvimento até converter-se num movimento de massas foi especialmente
obstaculizado, como ocorreu nos casos de Catalunha e Euskadi, pela caréncia de institu-
icoes democraticas na monarquia espanhola. Durante os séculos XIX e XX e até 1975, o
sistema politico espanhol esteve dominado por uma monarquia absolutista e por duas Di-
taduras. Uma militar nos anos vinte do século XX, a do general Primo de Rivera. E a outra
a militarista e fascista do general Franco, entre 1939 e 1975, depois da Guerra Civil 1936-
1939. Estas circunstincias impediram a acgio das expressdes democriticas emergentes, e
também a criagdo de esferas institucionais e politicas nas nagdes internas.

Este sistema néo foi interrompido mais que pela I Republica dentro do Sexénio
Democratico, 1968-1974, e pela 1 Republica, 1931-1936.

O movimento nacional galego esteve representado no Parlamento do Estado Espanhol
da II Republica pelo Partido Galeguista (PG). Com o apoio de outras forgas de esquerda ¢
republicanas em 1936 conseguiu um Estatuto de Autonomia para a Galiza. Na guerra 1936-
1939 o PG lutou com a Frente Popular contra o fascismo e, igual que os outros partidos
politicos democraticos, sofreu uma cruel repressio.

Depois da vitoria dos aliados na I1 Guerra Mundial, o PG e outras forcas democréticas
esperavam que os Aliados causassem a a queda de Franco -que fora aliado de Hitler ¢
Mussolini- ¢ a chegada de uma Republica Federal. Contudo, o comego da Guerra Fria e a
parti¢do de Europa motivou o apoio dos EEUU, o Reino Unido e outros Estados a Ditadura
de Franco, acabando com a esperanga democratica.

Nestas circunstincias o PG foi dissolvido na década dos anos cinquenta. S6 nos anos
sessenta foi possivel o renascimento do nacionalismo galego, fazendo parte das forcas
democriticas contra a Ditadura. O movimento nacional galego pertencia ao campo da es-
querda politica, manifestando-se no seu interior desde o principio duas tendéncias politicas
basicas, que se estruturariam através de formas organizativas cambiantes.

Uma das tendéncias, situada especialmente no marco do antiimperialismo e o antico-
lonialismo, propugnou a formago de uma Frente Nacional, na qual se agrupariam todas
as forgas politicas e sociais nacionalistas. Na Guerra Fria esta tendéncia, sem integrar-se
organizativamente no campo do socialismo real tomou partido pelos Estados que o configu-
ravam e em contra da Comunidade Europeia.

A outra tendéncia pertencia ao campo da nova esquerda, considerando superada a sepa-
ragdo de principio do século XX entre socialistas e comunistas, sendo partidaria de uma
unidade européia protagonizada pelas nagdes ¢ 0s povos.

Ambas as tendéncias defendiam a soberania e a autodeterminacio nacional da Galiza,
querendo transformar o Estado Espanhol num Estado Confederal. A segunda tendéncia es-
tava mais nitidamente orientada 4 consecucio de um Estado nacional proprio.

Foi o tempo em que avangaram as reivindicagdes sociais, econdmicas e linguisticas e
deram-se passos fundamentais para a criagdo de sindicatos galegos de trabalhadores. Como
resultado, a actual Confederagdo Intersindical Galega (CIG) é a segunda forga sindical
em [na] Galiza, tendo um nivel representativo semelhante aos sindicatos de dmbito estatal
(CCOO e UGT).

A queda da Ditadura permitiu a instauragdo da Constituigdo estatal de 1978 e a con-
quista de um Estatuto de Autonomia. A primeira tendéncia nacionalista nio considerou isto
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como um passo adiante na democracia e na criagdo de um espago nacional galego. Porém,
a segunda tendéncia, mantendo as posigdes autodeterministas, participou directamente na
luta democratica para conseguir que a Constitui¢do do Estado reconhecesse os Estatutos
de Autonomia logrados na II Repiiblica por Catalunha, Euskadi e Galiza, e na elaboracio
aprovacdo de um novo Estatuto de nacionalidade, nesse dmbito constitucional.

O Estatuto de Autonomia da Galiza, como os de Catalunha e Euskadi, ainda ndo cum-
prindo os objectivos nacionais do BNG (Bloque Nacionalista Galego), outorga amplas
competéncias em dmbitos como a educagio, incluida a universitdria, a sanidade, a cultura,
o desenvolvimento industrial, agrario e da pesca, 0 comércio interior e consumo, as obras
publicas, a vivenda, a igualdade e 0 bem-estar social ¢, entre outras, uma determinada e
limitada autonomia fiscal. O Orgamento autondémico para o exercicio 2008 achega-se a
12.000 milhdes de euros, uma cifra que equivale ao 22% do PIB de [da] Galiza.

O galego ¢ lingua cooficial, junto com o castelhano, sendo o seu uso o normal nas insti-
tuigdes autondmicas, especialmente no Parlamento da Galiza.

O cardcter centralizador e uniformizador que permanece no Estado Espanhol determina
negativamente, de todas as formas, o exercicio das competéncias outorgadas pelos Estatu-
tos de Autonomia.

O nacionalismo galego hoje

A chegada da democracia no Estado Espanhol favoreceu a expansio do nacionalismo
galego. As duas tendéncias nacionalistas obtiveram representaciio no Parlamento da Galiza
€ Nos municipios.

Depois de experiéncias contraditorias em meados dos anos noventa reunir-se-iam no
Bloque Nacionalista Galego. O BNG conseguiu uma notavel presenga nos municipios e en-
trou no Parlamento do Estado (Cortes). Em 1997 logrou situar-se no Parlamento da Galiza
como a segunda forga politica galega e a primeira no dmbito da esquerda, constituindo-se
como alternativa de Governo. Apresentando-se em solitario, em 1999 conseguiu uma rep-
resentagdo no Parlamento Europeu.

Em 2001 ainda se manteve como primeira for¢a da esquerda galega no Parlamento da
Galiza. Chegou a conseguir as presidéncias das cAmaras de trés das principais cidades
do pais, além de fazé-lo em determinados municipios de menor dimensio demografica.
Teve trés deputados no Parlamento estatal e ndo ficou longe de conseguir um Grupo
Parlamentar préprio. Mas, depois de uma crise interna em 2005 cedeu a posi¢io de se-
gunda forga ao Partido Socialista da Galiza, integrado no PSOE. Nas mesmas elei¢des
o Partido Popular da Galiza perdeu a maioria absoluta de que dispusera, permitindo isto
a formagdo de um Governo de coligagio PSOE-BNG, sob a Presidéncia desse partido
espanhol.

Depois das Gltimas eleigdes autonomicas de 2007 o BNG governa em coligagio com
0 PSOE nas sete principais cidades galegas (Vigo, A Corunha, Santiago de Compostela,
Ourense, Lugo, Ferrol e Pontevedra), ainda que s6 mantenha a presidéncia da camara de
Pontevedra.

Na demanda de um Estado plurinacional, o BNG faz parte da alianga Galeuscat com CIU
e PNV, forgas nacionalistas de Catalunha e Euskadi.
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O BNG ¢ também, como sabem, uma das forgas politicas da Alianga Livre Europeia
que governam em nagoes sem Estado como Escocia, Gales, Flandres, Catalunha, Euskadi
¢ Galiza.

No movimento nacional galego mantém-se ainda uma divisdo ideologica e estratégica
sobre o significado da Unido Europeia, tanto no referente ao sistema economico e social
como no que respeita a autodeterminagdo das nagdes sem Estado,

A Unifdo Européia e as nacdes sem Estado

A UE constitui uma revolucao democratica historica. Nega a guerra como forma de rela-
¢io entre os Estados. Elimina as fronteiras separadoras. Estabelece institui¢des democrati-
cas comuns. Pode estar no mundo como uma poténcia civil. Transforma a soberania abso-
luta em soberania compartilhada e reconhece a diversidade nacional.

Porém, resulta evidente que a UE ainda ndo desenvolveu todo o seu potencial.

Os Estados Membros, sendo protagonistas da criagdo da Unido agem frequentemente
como antagonistas, obstaculizando o seu avango. Determinados Estados Membros chegam
a tomar decisdes contrarias ao espirito e aos objectivos da Unido. Assim ocorreu com o
Reino Unido e o Estado Espanhol na guerra dos EEU no Iraque; com Alemanha, Franga, o
Reino Unido, Austria, Suécia e Holanda, limitando o alcance do Or¢amento da UE precisa-
mente quando ingressavam Estados do Leste necessitados desse apoio; com o Reino Unido,
Polonia e a Republica Checa no momento do Tratado Constitucional, pondo em causa a
Carta de Direitos Fundamentais ¢ a Politica Internacional ou uma boa parte dos Estados -e
do proprio Parlamento Europeu- na deriva retrogada no modelo social denotada pelas di-
rectivas das sessenta e cinco horas e do tratamento dos imigrantes sen papéis. Todas estas ¢
outras contradi¢des, possivelmente inevitaveis, devem ser contempladas & luz da dimensao
extraordindria da construgdo de uma Unido pela paz e a solidariedade que esta na origem
desta insélita aventura,

O antagonismo aparece igualmente em relagdo com as nagoes sem Estado. A Unido Eu-
ropeia define-se como uma unidade na diversidade, mas a diversidade institucional e po-
litica que reconhece directamente ¢ a dos Estados e ndo ainda a das nagdes sem Estado.

A aceitagdo pela UE nas suas instituigdes das nagdes sem Estado continua a ser um prob-
lema a espera de solugdo.

Contudo a Unido ndo nega a presenga ou a a integragdo de Estados constituciona-
Imente plurinacionais, nem proibe por principio a criagdo interna de novos Estados in-
dependentes e a sua integragdo como Estados membros. Legalmente, os novos Estados
independentes podem ser o resultado da autodeterminagdo de actuais nagdes sem Estado.
lambém ndo nega, em absoluto, uma relag&o privilegiada de nagoes culturais e linguisticas
que estdo ainda separadas pelas antigas fronteiras dos Estados, como ocorre em especial na
comunidade hingara.

Em todo o caso, com respeito & situagdo anterior, quando os Estados centralizados e
uniformizados, os Estados jacobinos, respondiam a ideia e a pratica da soberania absoluta
que se aplicava especialmente contra as nagdes e os povos internos, a existéncia da UE ndo
supde para as nagdes sem Estado uma dificuldade agregada, mas constitui uma oportuni-
dade historica na senda da autodeterminacdo.
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Como conclusdo, podemos perguntar-nos pela razio da auséncia na Unido Europeia, Tatjana Zdanoka
como tais, de nagdes sem Estado com uma envergadura histérica, econdmica e cultural
como as que estdo presentes aqui em Budapeste, ao passo que outras nagoes semelhantes

formam, legitimamente, parte da UE sendo reconhecidas como Estados membros. Repre Sentatives Of
Budapeste, 18 agosto 2008 Russian minority
treated as aliens in Latvia

Seventeen years have passed since the USSR dissolved giving rise to either new
or restored independent states. In 13 out of 15 former USSR Republics (Lithua-
nia amongst them), registration of residence served as a sufficient basis for
receiving the citizenship of the independent state automatically - by so called
“zero option”. But it was not the case of Latvia. The local Russian-speaking
minority was chosen as a target group for avenging historic grievances. Those
of them, who had arrived in Latvia during Soviet times became stateless, those
Russians who were the descendents of citizens of the pre-war Latvian Republic
(up to 25% of the registered citizens of Latvia in 1993) were excluded from the
decision-making process by unwritten laws of ethnic discrimination.

How did the aliens of Latvia come to be?

In the late eighties the leaders of Latvia’s independence movement prom-
ised citizenship to every permanent resident who wishes to be a Latvian citizen
(para. 2.4. of the pre-election program of the “Popular Front”, adopted in Oc-
tober, 1989). Many persons belonging to ethnic minorities believed this promise
and voted in favour of an independent demoeratic Latvia at the referendum in
1991. However, these people were deceived,

On October 15, 1991, a month after the recognition of Latvia by most of the
UN Member States, on the same day that the Chairman of the Supreme Council
of Latvia signed the 1975 Helsinki act, the Supreme Council adopted the reso-
lution entitled “On the Renewal of the Republic of Latvia Citizens’ Rights and
Fundamental Principles of Naturalization”. By this act, citizenship of Latvia
was granted only to those residents who were citizens up to 17 June 1940 as well
as their descendants.

One third of the population of Latvia were deprived of all political rights in
spite of possessing these rights at the time of the previous elections. This is a
unique case in parliamentary history: a parliament deprived its own voters of
citizenship and, thus, voting rights.

The status of those residents who were not granted citizenship of Latvia after
an adoption of the resolution mentioned above was not certain for a long time.

In June 1992 the Law “On Entry into and Residence in the Republic of Latvia
of Aliens and Stateless Persons”, regulating the procedure for acquiring resi-
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dence permits by its subjects was adopted by the Supreme Council. Only skilful
work by MPs from the opposition group “For Equal Rights” stopped attempts
to make all residents not granted Latvian citizenship subject to this law. The
Supreme Council announced that the status of those who prior to this law tak-
ing effect (namely, 1 July 1992) would have acquired permanent registration of
residence would be subject to a special law.

The law in question entitled “On the Status of Former USSR Citizens, Who
are not Citizens of Latvia or Any Other State” was adopted on 25 April 1995,
Subjects of this law called “non-citizens of Latvia” were issued special Latvian
alien’s passports.

What kind of legal status do non-citizens of Latvia have?

The Constitutional Court of Latvia in its judgment of 7 March 2005 declares:
“After passing of the Non-Citizen Law appeared a new, up to that time unknown
category of persons - Latvian non-citizens. Latvian non-citizens cannot be com-
pared with any other status of a physical entity, which has been determined in
international legal acts, as the rate of rights, established for non-citizens, does
not comply with any other status... The status of a non-citizen is not and cannot
be regarded as a variety of Latvian citizenship”.

On the other hand, Constitutional Court declares “However, the rights and in-
ternational liabilities, determined for the non-citizens testify that the legal ties
of non-citizens with Latvia are to a certain extent recognized and mutual obli-
gations and rights have been created on the basis of the above. It follows Jrom
Article 98 of the Satversme (Constitution of Latvia), which inter alia establishes
thal everyone having a Latvian passport shall be protected by the State and has
the right to freely return to Latvia”.

But are protection by the State and the right to freely return to this state not
essential characteristics of nationals? It is evident that judges of the Constitu-
tional Court had to ask themselves this logical question. And they did give the
answer in their judgment: “the fact, whether the Latvian non-citizens can be
regarded as the nalionals in the understanding of the international law is not
only a juridical but mainly.a political issue, which shall be reviewed within the
Sramework of the democratically political process of the state”.

What is the political issue for creation of “non-citizens of Latvia”?

Some theoretical background for the concept of turning those Latvian resi-
dents who had arrived during Soviet times into second class people can be found
in the thinking behind the restoration of the pre-war Latvian Republic. Though
de facto non-existent, the state is presented as if in de jure existence during
this period, and now it makes retrospective claims regarding those generations
of people who have lived on its territory for 60 years. It does so whilst ignoring
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the logic that these people found themselves de facto living in the Soviet Union
rather than in a Latvian state which was not able to have supplied them with
entrance visas and residents permits.

Inventors of the “specific” status of non-citizens established in the title of the
Law regulating their status make use of the odd notion of “phantom” citizenship
of a non-existent state - the USSR. By stating that non-citizens are not state-
less persons they aimed to help Latvia evade fulfilment of a number of interna-
tional obligations, in particular, under the UN Convention on the Reduction of
Statelessness (1961) as well as under the European Convention on Nationality
(1997). But in reality they have created nothing more than the entity of second-
category citizens of the country.

It is clear that the rights of persons to be protected by the state and to freely
return to Latvia which non-citizens enjoy by Law are essential characteristics
of citizens. On the other hand, Latvian non-citizens do not have the rights to
participate either in national or local elections. Restrictions relating to more
than sixty professions are still in force for Latvian non-citizens. Even when some
of these restrictions are abolished, new ones appear, and the total has remained
almost the same for past 12 years.

The Latvian invention of non-citizen status provided for the exclusion of the
Russian-speaking minority from sharing in power. The Russian-speaking citi-
zens of Latvia became more active in politics, but their position is still not taken
into consideration relating to issues of minority education or the use of lan-
guages.

How can the problem of mass statelessness in Latvia be resolved?

About 400,000 non-citizens of Latvia form 17% of whole population and 40% of
those belonging to ethnic minorities.

The problem of mass statelessness will remain an issue even in 2040, since the
number of non-citizens will even by that date only have halved.

Latvian citizenship law is based on the same principles as similar laws in many
other European countries (five year residency qualification, examinations in the
state language and history, anthem and oath). But this law is not adapted to
the specific conditions of modern Latvia where the main target group - the non-
citizens clearly remember the time they had full citizen rights and participated
in the democratic elections of 1989 and 1990. The majority of non-citizens do not
see themselves to be real foreigners in Latvia for whom examinations and oath
would be the appropriate way of integration. The older non-citizens are alienat-
ed from the state because of a combination of factors including age, health and
poverty. A significant portion of non-citizens have problems with the Latvian
language because they have spent their working lives in predominantly Russian-
speaking workplaces and are living in a Russian-language environment. In such
circumstances only small part of recent non-citizens are going to pass through
the naturalization process.
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A number of international recommendations concerning non-citizens in
Latvia, including one to grant them rights to participate in local elections have
been completely ignored. For how long will the international community close
its eyes to such complete rejection of such proposals?

Time is running out for the non-citizens of Latvia. In Latvia our appeals have
fallen on deaf ears - the clock is ticking but Latvia’s political masters prefer to
keep their heads buried in the sand. Such an approach is unsustainable and is
not in keeping with a modern Latvia’s duty and responsibility as a member of
the European Union.
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Borsos Géza

A Székely Nemzet idoben és térben
(Az onrendelkezésre itéltetett Nép)

Engedjék meg, hogy elére bocsassam, nem torténelmi kutatomunka eredmeénye,
még esak nem is szakdolgozat, amit a kezemben tartok, hisz nem vagyok torté-
nész. Egy székely ember elmélkedése népének multjarol, jelenérdl és varhata,
lehetséges jovajérol.

Székely vagyok, annak a népnek a fia, amely Urunk szilelése utan a negye-
dik szdzadban az dsi Ddcia teriletén telepedett meg, és amely ma az Erdélyi
Fejedelemségben él”, irta K6rosi Csoma Sandor a vilaghiri székely tudos 1825
januér 28-an, Kennedy szazadoshoz, a brit alakulatok parancsnokhoz irt bemu-
tatkozo leveleben.

A mai elfogulatlan kutatasok szerint is beigazolodni latszik, hogy a székely
népi emlékezet, kronikasaink és nagy tudoésaink allitasai egybehangzoan igazol-
jak, hogy a székelyek a magyar honfoglalas el6tt mar a Karpat-medencében lak-
tak, tehat ostelepes nép vagyunk.

A székelyek a honfoglalé magyarok el6tt vették fel a kereszténységet (ezért
drizhették meg a rovasirast) és ennek a ténynek meghatarozo jellege volt tovab-
bi torténelmiikben.

A székely nép torténelme a jaro folyamatos hare az megmaradasért és hihe-
tetlen véraldozattal jaré kiizdelem a szallashely a szabadsag megtartasaért, a
mindenkori kozpontosito hatalommal és idegen hoditokkal szemben.

Kozosségi és nazonossag tudata 6siségének és honalapitoi szerepének isme-
retén alapszik.

Tarsadalomszervezod és kulturateremtoé képessége altal a kozosségi érdekek-
nek alarendelt erkolesi értékrendet, erre alapozott sajatos jogrendet, igazgatasi
és gazdalkodasi rendszert és ehhez kapesolodo védelmi, katonai szervezetet ho-
zott 1étre.

(Csak példaként emlitjiik Bolyai Janost, aki évszazaddal el6zte meg korat és
alkotta meg a tér valodi elméletét, Kérosi Csoma Sandort a tobb mint harmince
nyelvet beszélo nyelvészt, aki egész tudasat a magyarok 0si rokonainak felkuta-
tasara szentelte és csak melléktermékként alkotta meg a tibeti —angol szotart,
vagy Szentkatolnai Balint Gabort, a tobb mint hiisz nyelven beszéld nyelvészt, a
magyar 6storténet kutatéjat, aki a tavol Napkeleten kutatta - Korosi nyomdo-
kaiban jarva — a magyarsag eredetét.)

A mai Székelyfold 10. 000 négyzetkilométer kiterjedést tertuletén a 808.739 lakos-
b6l 609.739 magyar nemzetiségu (75. 33%) és 175.787 roman nemzetiségl (21.73%).

A székelyek, mint els6 honfoglalok, nemek és agak szerint telepedtek meg
Erdély keleti részén, azon a foldon, amelyet azdta torténelmi Székelyfoldnek
(Terra Siculorum) neveznek.

A Magyarok VII. Vildgkongresszusanak kotetei 437



A FORDULAT Borsos Géza

A székelyek jogi intézményei régebbiek, mint a magyar kirdlysag Alkotma-
nya.

Ez a rend a székelyek kozott tovabb is fenndllott, s a hivatalok viselése még a
XVI. szazad folyaméan is nemek és agak szerint valtakozott - amiként azt Werbo-
czy Torvénykonyve is emliti. E Torvénykonyv szerint ,,a székelyek kivdltképpen
valo nemesek... és ezeknek mindenestdl fogva kiilon torvények és szokdsuk va-
gyon, hadi dolgokban bolcsek, kik orékségeket és tisztet nemzetségre és nemzet-
ségeknek dgazatjdra osztnak koztek” !

A székely székek hataskore katonai, biraskodasi-térvénykezési, kozigazgatasi
(bnkormanyzati, adozasi, kozgazdasagi, egészségiigyi, sth.) ligyekre terjedt ki, s
lényegében mindenre, ami a szék lakosait érdekelte.

A Szék volt a kozhatosag. Hataskore 1ényegében ugyanaz, mint a magyar var-
megyéké (comunitatus).

A székely székek, a torténelmi Székelyfoldon - Terra Siculorum -, magyar
kozjogi értelemben egylittesen alkottak egy megyét — comunitatust -, amelynek
élén a székelyek ispanja (comes siculorum) allott.

A székek mindegyike kiilon torvényhatosag volt. Legfobb hataskore volt a tér-
vénykezés peres ligyekben. Az 1555. évi perrendtartas elrendelte, hogy eldszor min-
denkit csak sajat székén perelhetnek, s onnan apellalhatnak a felsébb férumok-
hoz. Az 1562-i székely felkelés utén a Segesvari Orszaggytilés Ggy intézkedett, hogy
a fellebbezés a székekrdl ne a Nemzetgylilés, hanem a Fejedelem elé keriiljon. Az
idék folyaman a fia-, vagy viceszékek is 1étrehozhattak torvényszéket (vicesedria),
amelyen valamelyik kiralybiro, vagy alkiralybiro elnokolt. 1763-ban Maria Terézia az
anyaszékekben allando torvényszékeket (continua tabula) hozott 1étre.

A székek hataskore kiterjedt a politikai Gigyekre is. A székek kiildéttei részt
vettek az Orszaggytlésben.

A székek hataskore volt az adotigyek intézése, a gazdasagi ugyek rendezése. A
szék vagyona felett a szék rendelkezett és beleszolt a kozségi gazdalkodasba is.

A szék rendori és kézbiztonsagi hataskort, kozegészségiigyi szolgalatot is ella-
tott, tehat tulajdonképpen minden kdzérdek teriileten jogszert hatésag volt.

Szervezeti felépités tekintetében a székek kozos f6tisztje a székelyek ispanja
(comes Siculorum) volt, akit képviseletként a kirdlyi hatalom nevezett ki, néha
pedig a székelyek fokapitanya (generalis capitaneus).

A székely székek tisztviselbit székely f6- és vicetiszteknek nevezték. Széke-
lyek fotisztjei voltak a hadnagy vagy a kapitany (capitaneus sedis), s a fokiraly-
biré (iudex regius). Vicetisztek voltak az alkapitédny (vicecapitaneus), a szék-,
vagy alkirdlybirak (viceiudices), a dulld (szolgabird), a székiilék (accessores), a
jegyzo6 (notarius sedis), a szamvevé (perceptor).

Szemeélyével minden székely szabadon rendelkezett, szabadon koltozhetett.
A székely, birdi itélet nélkil, nem volt letartéztathatd. Birtokjoga még a magyar
nemességnél is er6sebb volt, birtoka akkor is a csaladé vagy a nemzetséggé ma-
radt, ha nem volt utoda, vagy rokona, esetleg a szomszédra szallott — a vérrokon-
sag vélelme okan!

1 (Sebestyén Gyorgy, Ethnographia VIII. 349. Id. Ugron Gabor a csiki nemzettol szarmaz-
tatta, B. Hirlap, 1910. junius 28).
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A székelyek adot sem a kirdlynak, sem masnak nem fizettek, kivéve a kiraly
koronazasakor, lakodalmakor és fia sziiletésekor, amikor fejenként egy-egy Ok-
rot adtak. Okérsiitésnek pedig azt nevezték, amikor az 6korado behajtasakor az
okorre bélyeget sttottek.

A székelység (siculitas) kuldnleges jogalanyisag volt, amely a székely vérbol
szarmazast és az azzal jaro jogok osszessegét jelentette. A velesziiletett nemzet-
ségi jogot barhol, szul6foldjén kivil is élvezhette, a magyar korona teriiletén a
székely jogokat barhol gyakorolhatta.

A székelység tehat vérségi jog volt, amely a sziiletéssel jart.

A székelyeknek ez a sajatos jogrendje eredményezte, hogy a székely egyrészt
arisztokrata volt, azaz, buszke az 6 nemességére, masrészt demokrata, mert
nem tirt maga felett urat, - jogilag a kdzrendl egyenlonek tartotta magat a
lofével vagy a primorral.

Torvényalkotoi jogait a Székely Nemzetgyilések alkalmaval gyakorolta. Pél-
danak alljon itt az 1505 november 23-an, Udvarhelyt (ma Székelyudvarhely) tar-
tott nemzetgyllés hatarozatanak egy része, ami a biroi magatartasra vonatko-
zott.

JHa a birdk kozil valamelyik Istenét elfelejtvén és a maga idvosségét is hat-
ra hagyvdn, vagy kényorgésért, vagy ajandékért, vagy pedig a maga hasznd-
ért az igaz 1utbdl valamely felé kitérve, az olyan mindjdrt érék szamkivetésre
sentenciaztassék, amellett minden ingo-bingo marhait és orokségét elveszitiesse
és annak uldna, mint olyan, hamishiti és lelki tismeretbéli és vavleki személy
Székely Orszdgunkban nem maradhasson és lakhassék. Az olyan is pedig vala-
ki, az olyan hamishili, szdmkivetetinek haza jovésében vagy megmaraddsdaban

faradozna és munkdlkodnék, hasonlo szamkivetésre mint olyan embernek oltal-

mazoja itéltessék és karhoztassék.”

A székely nép allamszervezo képességét mutatjak a sajatos , mai szemmel is
demokratikus jogrend, igazsagszolgaltatas sajat irasbeliség (rovasiras), katonai
és adminisztrativ, terileti szervezettség.

A székely népnek van himnusza, vannak jelképei és tobb mint 500 éves 0Osi
alkotmanya.

.Keserluség fogja el a székely embert, ha az elmult 1000 év egyluttélési tapasz-
talataira gondol és probalja szamba venni a kolesénosség alapjan az egymast,
segité gesztusokat. A Székely Nép az elmult ezer esztendd soran mérhetetlen
aldozatokat hozott a magyar allam védelme és fenntartasa érdekében. Ezzel
szemben magyar részrol nemhogy semmit nem kapott, hanem ugy bantak vele
, mint a mostohagyerekkel, teljesen megfeledkezve arrol, hogy a székely nép a
magyar allamnak talan legfébb tartooszlopa volt, €s ha ez elsorvad, annak karat
az egeész orszag megérzi™?

2 Orban Dezso: Székely Gesta

3 Urmanczy Nandor székelyfoldi parlamenti képviselot ongyilkossagi kisérletbe hajszol-
tak képviseldtarsai a parlamentben a székely kérdéssel kapcsolatban megnyilvanulo
kozémbosségilkkel.
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A ,székely kérdés” ma.
A ,székely kérdés” megolddsdanak titka nem mds, mint a székely nép onren-
delkezési joganak elismerése és ervényre juttatdsa.

Nem veletlen tehat, hogy a ,,székely kérdés” nemkivanatos témanak mindsiil
mind az un. Erdélyi magyar, mind a roman politizalasban, mind pedig a ma-
gyarorszagi politikai osztaly tematikajaban. Résziikrél a megoldas az, hogy ne
legyen ,székely tigy”, ne legyen székely kérdés.

Ennek megfeleléen talaltdk ki az ,erdélyl magyarsag”, erdélyi magyar Kisebb-
ség, erdélyli magyar nemzeti kozosseg sth mondvacsinalt kifejezéseket, leplezni
azt, hogy egy onrendelkezésre jogosult népet fednek és bujtatnak e semmitmon-
do és megalazo, méltatlan Kifejezések.

Ennek a torekvésnek a kévetkezménye az RMDSZ egyparti, kommunista jel-
legti diktaturajanak kialakulasa. Ezt a diktaturat a megalakult MPP sem képes
lényegében megtorni, hisz szerkezetében hasonmdsa az RMDSZ-nek. Meggy6-
zodésem, hogy minden olyan szervezet, mely az un ,erdélyi magyarsagra ,, szer-
vezodik” torvényszerien ,székelyidegen” és elébb-utobb, csak idé kérdése szé-
kelyellenessé is valik, vagyis az RMDSZ sorsara jut!

Indoklasaba most nem bocsatkozom bele, de alapjat a székely nép és az er-
délyi magyarsag tobbi része kozti kozosségi igények elvarasok, és lehet6ségek
kiulonbozosége adja. (minden rendszer a legkisebb energiaszintre torekszik)

Semmilyen megoldast nem kinal tehat a székely kérdés tekintetében ujabb
erdélyi szervezkedések létrejotte. Megoldast csak a székely nép Onszervezédése
hozhat.

Erdélyben ezt az RMDSZ volt és ma is hivatott megoldani. Csakis igy valik
érthetévé magatartdsa, melynek lényege, megakadalyozni, felszamolni minden,
a székely népen, székelyfoldon indulo szervezkedést. Ezekre mar csirdjukban az
~egységbonto-egységbontas” bélyegét siitik ra, Magyarorszagon meg felerésitik
ezt a hangot, Bukarest meg politikai alamizsnaval honoralja.

Jo példa erre az 1990-ben megalakult Székely Ifjak Szovetségének sorsa, aki-
ket magyarelleneseknek, irredentaknak és 6skori képzoédménynek titulalva, a
magyarorszagi segitséggel szervezett ossztiizzel soportek le a tarsadalmi élet
porondjarél guanyt Uzve az altaluk Kitett elsé rovasirasos helységtablabol is.
Ugyanerre a sorsra jutott a Katona Adam altal meghirdetett 1991-es Agyagfalvi
Szekely Nemzetgyulés, az RMDSZ keretein beliil elinditott székely székek 0sz-
szefogasat megprobald szervezkedes.

Ossztizet kapott a Székely Nemzeti Tanacs megalakulasa, mely maig az
egyetlen, a kozvetlen népképviseletre épuild koztestilet, mely a székely nép au-
tonomtorekvését képviselendo jott letre. Akkor 2004-ben, még létezett a kilso
nyomasgyakorlas lehetosége, hisz Roméania még csak jelolti statussal rendel-
kezett az Eurépai Uniéban. 2006 szeptember 26-an, a magyar politikai osztaly
nyilt arulasa altal ennek utolso lehetosége is megsziint. Ezzel a Székely Nemzeti
Tanacs is Gj kihivas elékeriilt. A 2006. janius 18-an, Ditréba osszehivott Székely
Nemzetgyulés mar, belatva a helyzet tragikumat, nevezetese, hogy nem sza-
mithat a magyar politika tamogatasara, kimondta, hogy amennyiben a Roméan
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Kormany nem kezdi meg a targyalasokat az autonémia statutum térvényb:a 1k
tatasat illetéen, akkor megbizza a SzNT-ot, hogy tjabb székely neng‘tgyulest
hivjon dssze, mely ,,donteni fog a székely nép iinrendelkezé:v,ének 1:116(!,]arol”.

A magyarorszagi kozéletben és politikai kurzusban a ,,Székely kérdes” ugyan-
olyan politikai-kozéleti tabunak bizonyult, mint a Trianon, vagy a tudomanyos
életben a hun eredetkutatas. _ '

A néprajzi vonatkozasait leszamitva, még ma sem ﬂdomos‘ emlegetni a szé-
kely nép dnrendelkezési torekvéseit, (ne add Isten, azonosulni azokkal), allam-
szervezési, had4szati, jogalkotoi értékeit. )

Legfennebb néprajzi doktoratusi dolgozatok és politikusi kinyilatkoztatasok
targya és szinhelye a mai Székelyfold és annak lakoi. ) ‘ '

Sajnos a magyarorszagi magyar politikai és kézgondo]kozas’ @nden eqd1~
gi tragédia ellenére ma sem valtozott a ,Székely kérdéshez” valo wszt’m‘yu]as‘aA
(14sd 2004. december 5-ét, 2006. szeptember 26-at, az SzNT fogadtatasat, elis-
merését, torekvéseinek felkaroldsat 2004-ben. ) o

Elmondhatjuk tehat, hogy Kozép Europa Keleti Karpatok O\Tezte 1:esz'en,’a
Székelyfoldon €l , egy, a teruleten 6shonos, ma is 700000-es lélekszamu nep
_mely ezer éve rendelkezik az allamisag minden feltételevel, megterct”n!;ve az
sllamszervezés minden eszkozét. Sajat hadseregével és vérével védett oOsi terg-
lete , maga teremtette alkotmanyos jogrendje, kulturaja, 6si irasa, himnusza es
identitas jelképei, zaszlaja, cimere van.

Hadserege mindég komoly er6t képezett a Magyar Kiralysagban (4[!-6’0 ezer
f6) és Kozép Eurépaban egyarant. Hadseregét sopa nem hasznalta {mdltasra,
idegen népek leigazasara, Uj tertletek szerzésére. Es ma, ettol a néptol'nagyy_xa—
talmi rabélintassal tagadjak meg, nem csak az Onigazgatashoz, de meg az on-
azonossag megdrzéséhez valo jogot is! o )

Kiszolgaltatottsagban és veszélyeztetettséghben €1, a felmorzsolodas es ero-
szakos beolvasztas fenyegeti. ’ ‘

Ez a nép ma idegen elnyomads alatt, egy olyan, magat ,nemzetallamnak” tltju-
1416 allam keretében é1, mely megtagad téle minden, a kozosségi fennmaradast
biztositd onigazgatasi lehetdséget.

Népem, a Székely Nép onrendelkezésre van itélve! o )

Valasztania kell: vagy élni fog a népeket megilleté onrendelkezési Jog-clwa% és
onigazgatasi hagyomanyaihoz visszatérve sajat kezébe veszi sorsanak iranyita-
sat, vagy a lassu felszamolas utjara 1ép és szétszoratik a nagyvilagban.’ -

Adjonkell6 erét ésbolcsességeta Gondviseld és kisérjen utunkon a Csiksomlyoi
Szilizanya, minden székelyek Babba Marigja.

Gyergyocsomafalva, 2008-08-12
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