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This is a shortened history of the province rif csik. Full of wars for independence
mixed with suffering and deaths.

This is why the people livlng at the Transylvania frontier indulged theinselves
intelleitually in ballads and folklore. Marvellous folklore songs and rid b.ll.d, 1,n.r.
produced even in 1907 on thls land, which the actual Rumania-nationalist.communisr
impatience has nearly condemned to death.

The article below shows thls type of ballad: eELa glgrdK,s collection of
nrlodies, which are like a rellc and salnt sourenir of that tinp, when the peopie coutd
still sing in freedom. Today, these are only sad memories which ask and demand the
sacred human rights law for the ones who are still alive! Tho music of BARTdK is a
thunderous cry and a demand for help: S.O.S.)

Nobody has ever treated B6la Bart6k's pentatonic collection of the province of Csik;
this collection had a decisive influencg on the folk music workers' lives. For his 90tl-L
birthday, I would like to pay a trlbute of humble respect as an ancient pupil and
collaborator to the genius of the Flungarian music, in order to fill this gap,

ln 1904 Bart6k heard from a "Sz6kely" maid called D6sa Lidi, a Szdkely song. This
aroused a speeial feeling in his soul. He decided to go to 5z6kely land (in Eastern
Transylvania) to collect songs. He chose the province of Csik as the collecting centei". He
asked for a scholarship and got 1,600 crowns foi"'the investigation of the Sz6kely folk
music", and in the summer of 1907 he ieft for the privince of Csik. Kodily vrrite;: "He
came back with such a pile of pentatonic melodies, that together with muy findings fr-om
the North, the sealeos prime importance was rnade elear at oil;e." Bart6k write-s fforn
Gyerry6 to his pupul: "l made quite a peculiar discovery while collecting folk music: I

found the Sz6kely types of tunes which lThought did not exist.{'!'le refers ro the
pentatonic music, yet he does not know what he has found out, Koddly discovered that
pentatonality carne from Asia together with the Hungarians. He even finds its relationship
in the Cheremissian folk rnrsic.

Bart6k says in his XVlllth leaflet called "A magyar nepdal'. {Hungarian folk music):
"The importance of the pefitatonic system in the Hungarian peasant music has been first
discovered by Zoltin Kod6ly." However, foddly wrote the following cn his 1st leaflet
calfed. "Ot fokri hangsor magyar n6pzen6ben" (Pentatonic scale in the Hungarian folk
m.rsic); "The pentatonic scale was the origin of many ancient folk music, may be even
the origin of all folk music: we also have it in our country, and since 19A7 we know that
it exists, because it was then that B6la Bart6k for the first time discovered in greater
quantities this type of music in Sz6kely land.

Bart6k has only one letter and 2 leaflets which refer to the Csik collection. He writes
the following to one of his students from Csikkarcfalva: "t must endure so much trouble
and suffering which I did not consider before. The result is satisfactory, although it coud
be better.'. (The collection which he finistred on the following month at Gyirgy6 was
much more satisfactory). The letter sent to the violinist Geyer stefi at
Gyergy6kilyenfalva is also famerus, in this letter he records the dialogue with a peasant
woman, and together with this dialogue he ilustrates how difficult and hard the collection
of folk songs are.
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G1'ergy6kily6nfalva
Gyergy6tekerbpatak
Gyergy6djfalu

(Vll month)
(Vil nrcnth)

{Vil month)
Total:

9 songs
54 songs2

66 songs2

41 1 songs

3 songs

5 songs
i 0 songs

47 songs
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