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THE BOOK OF BALLADS

Hungarian folk ballads from Romania
Collected by Zoltin Kallbs
Texts, under the care of prof. Attila Szabé T.
Melodies, under the care of Janos Jagamas
An introduction by prof. Attila Szabé T.

This volume offers —on the one hand to the general public on the other hand to the
specialisfs— a collection, unique in its kjnd, 259 Hungarian folk ballads from Romania
(162 writh their melodies) collected from Csingé parts (Moldova, Ghimes), from the Plain
of Transylvania ahd from the Valley of Nadas (Calata). This rich material contains texts
and melodies, unpublished till now, selected from Zoltin Kall4s's collection, which is the
result of a persevering work, of more decades (1942-1970}, comprising more than 2000
pieces to date. :

An introduction written by prof. Attila Szab6 T. helps us to understand the place of
this collection among the Hungarian folk publications in our country. The author of the
introductory study surveys the history of the Hungarian folklore in Transylvania, with a
tradition of more than 125 years. Beginning with Ince Petrds (1842-1843), the first
collector of Csdngd folk baliands {Moldova), almost unknown in his period, a number of
Transylvanian scholars were engaged in collecting folk ballads, especially after the famous
edition of the Wild Roses by Jdnos Kriza (1863}, who gave rise to a current of interest
for the folk creations. Kriza's volume was followed by two volumes, published in the
Hungarian Folklore Collection (1872-1882), where basides the ballads collection by Kriza,
where included those collected by Elek Benedek and J6b Sebesi and later the collections
of Oszkar Mailand (1905), and of Zsigmond Szendrey and Zoltan Kodaly (1924). At the
oeginning of our century, famous folklorists and ethnographs like J4nos Jankd and Janos
Seprddi directed their attention to the necessity of studying unseparately, both the test
and the melody, in their connection, that means a new step, which would know a strong
deveiopement with Béla Bartok and Zoltin Koddly's activity.

Even in 1908 the former published his important collection, from Ciuc country; the
latter founding a veritabie school, printed, together with Bartdk 2 volume of folk songs
frem Transylvania, containing also, pieces collected by his collaborators (Béla Vikir,
Laszlo Lajtha and others, 1921}, In that period appeared Pdl Péter Domokos’s collections
(1940-1941}, as a result of an unceasing work. He published a great number of classic
ballads, underlining the folkloric value of the Csingds in Moldova.

A new period has began, in the folklore-collecting work by joining the generation after
1944, the more so as this generation develops its work in the organized framework of the
Institute of Folkiore, that has in view a systematic research of all regions of the country.
The activity of Hungarian folklorists in Romania finds material and moral support in this
institute. As a result of this work, as well as of the individual initiatives, 2 number of
volumes are published, comprising individual or collective collections: Jozsef Faragd and
Jénos jagamas (1954), Samu Konsza (1957), Istvin Almdsi —liona Szenik— llona
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Zsizsmann (1957), Ferenc Kovics (1958), Istvin Almdsi —Katalin Olosz (1969), as well as
the reprezentative edition under the care of J6zsef Faragd (Javorfa-muzsika, 1965).

Zoltén Kallés belongs to the latter period, so, his activity of folklorist is characterized,
on the one hand, of a participation in the collective research, on the other hand, of his
personal work, a result of which is the presente volume too. This collection presents some
essential aspects quite different as against other volumes printed before it. Kallés brings'a
contribution in the knowledge of the thesaurus of Hungarian folk -ballads in Romania,
both with the texts published here, and with their melodies. Exclusively containing
unpublished texts, this volume is above, in this respect, to all other editions of
Hungarian ballads, including as compared to the classic and modern ballads, known so- far
variants of a special interest from a scientific pointo of view. In Kallés's collection there
are a considerable number of variants containing 40-80 stanza, collected not only from
well-known Csingbes in Moidova, but also from the Valley of ‘Ghimeés or the Plain of
Transylvania. We have to emphasize that here are presented bailads which are sung even
to day. "

The variants written in prose, included in the last pages of the volume, are wery
interesting, also, the combined ones in shich the prose ahd stanza are arranged in a
specific manner, . )

Kallés's collection has a particular value as it comprises new geographical points,
extending so the area of circulation of some ballads towards unexplored places or regions.
This, besides a great number of ballads collected among Cséngoes in Moldova (where he
descovered even the trace of some unknown points), he presents a true thesaurus of the
Csangbes in Valley of Ghirhes, about whom we have had till now only sporadic informa-
tions. At the same time he finds a living stratum of Hungarian folk ballads in the Plain of
Transylvania and the Valley of Nadas, the regions which were considered already ‘‘dead”
from a folkloric point of view. ’

As to the published melodies, a great melodic variety is presented, from a territory
identical with that of the texts. The melodic material of this volume numerically
surpasses, as a matter of fact, the collections published before. Compared to the 24
melodies published by Seprédi, 57 by Bartok and Kodily, 31 by Domokos and 48 by
Faragd and Jagamas, this volume offers not less than 162 unpublished melodies.

The appendixes, especially the explanatory texts and the glossary are destined to make
known the world of ballads to the uninformed reader. The scientific apparatus, the
indications regarding the data of the collection, as well as the bibliographical references of
the variants, offer to the scholars all elements asked for a fundamentylly estimation.

Writer Arrested

The Rumanian authorities have arrested Zoltdn Kaliés, a distinguished Hungarian writer
of Transylvania, indicating him on trumped up charges.

Zoltin Kailés is one of several Hungarian writers, who during the past few years have
collected the still existing ballads and folk songs of the Hungarian population of Transyl-
vania and Moldavia, now both parts of Rumania. Mr. Kallos’ collection was published
recently in Budapest (Hungary) by Europa Publishing Co. under the title of “Book of
Ballads” and was a major literary event both for its literary value as well as for its
beautifully executed craftmanship in printing.

The deplorable act is explained by the chauvinistic jealousy on the part of the
Rumanian authorities, who feel that the works of Mr. Kallés and his colleagues unnecessa-
rily prove to the world the existence and cultural queality of the several millions of
Hungarians living now under Rumanian oppression.
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Heckenast—Novdki—Vastagh—Zoltai: A magyarorszagi vaskohdszat
torténete a korai kizépkorban

( A honfoglaldstél a XIII. szizad kizepéig)

(History of Hungarian Metallurgy in the Early Middle Ages. From the Conguest Period
to the mid-13th Century)

Budapest, 1968. Akadémiai Kiads, pp. 253.. 7 t., 230 fig.

This book is the result of a joint enterprise
undertaken by a historian. archaeologist
and also metallurgists whose complementary
studies give a comprehensive survey of the
questions related to the early-medieval
technique of Hungarian metallurgy and to
the social status of those engaged in the
production of iron. Books on technological
history are not too frequent in Hungarian
historiography, and monographs tackling
all essential problems of an epoch are partic-
ularly
this volume has been a happy one, as me-
tallurgy provided agriculture and industry
with the most important tools. and the
armed forces with weapous. A

The Introduction by G. Heckenast dis-
cusses the developmental phases of metal-
lurgy from novel aspects and defines the
turning-points determining the
trends of progress. In this theoretical expli-
cations the author seeks to find correlations

techniecal

between the turning-points of technology
and social development.

Unfortunately, however, a presentation
of correlations in questions of principle is
the itemized summary of

missing from

European development. Were it not for this .

pinission. the problematic nature of the first
revolution in the technology of metallurgy,
believed to have taken place during the pe-
viod from the mid-12th to the early 10th
century, would certainly not have escaped
the anthor's attention. True, the change-
over {rom the shaft furnace to the blast
furnace, from the direct to the indirect
method. actually took place during this
peried of some 300 years.

Yet absorption of empirical knowledge,
and exceeding it in the institutionalized

scarce., The choice of the subject

system of continually developing scientific
attainments, is a precondition of revolutions
in general, and an indispensable precondition
of technical and technological revolutions
in particular. This means that accumulated
science is made institutionally available
to the generations succeeding one another.
In my opinion, a technological revolu-
tion consists in the exploration, eluecidaticn
and employment of radically new solutions.
And this activity tries to find a logical to the
practical requirements of production.

In the case of the revolutionary develop-
ment that lasted from the 40's of the 18th
to the 60’s of the 19th century, G. Heckenast
himself defines the above-outlined system
of inventions following from one another
institutionallv. And we must approve of his
arguments.

As concerns this evolution period cover-
ing some 300 years. it seems expedient to
renounce the use of such a weighty concept
as a revolution. This renouncement igvolves
no loss even if this slow transformation cor-
responds to the t!r-“_n_\z_'r-—ot.';.'r from guild
organizations to manufacturing in the textile
industry. This, too, was evolution and not a
revolution.

Gy, Novaki's study is concerned with the
archaeélogical relics of Hungarian metalitirgy,
A& presentation of the results of research done
so far speaks of very modest antecendents
in this line of science history. Archaeological
detection and opening up of metallurgical
remains the formation
of the Commission for Metallurgical History.
This activity is mainly connected with the
names of Gy. Novidki and G. Vastagh.

The foundries and workshops opened up
in North East and West Hungary can be

was promoted by
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dated back to the 10th—12th centuries;
but no strict chronology can be set up for
the time being. A typological arrangement
of the material presented also suggest differ-
entiation between the two aforesaid metal-
lurgical regions.

The careful publication of data, present-
ing the list of sites and the circumstances
of exposure render Gy. Noviki’s study a
useful sourcework for further research.

It is to be regretted ‘that no space has
been devoted in this well-proportioned work
to a presentation and analysis of the techni-
que applied and the methods observed during
the process of exposure. This would have
facilitated further research.

Summing up. this study is one of lasting
value in Hungarian archaeclogical and his-
torical literature.

The paper of G. Vastagh is devoted to
the technical examination of exposed re-
mains, All his analyses serve the elucidation
ol the technological details of the direct
production of wrought-iron, of the empirical
knowledge of early-medieval metalworkers.
It is shown conelusively that the pig furnaces
of the Imola-type found at Imola village in
North Hungary were operating with an
open front moeuth; melting experiments made
with a reproduced Tmola-type furnace have
confirmed his view. The author is also to be
credited for not overburdening the text
with technical terms, and for giving expla-
nations to every such term.

This paper. the first in Hungarian techni-
cal literature to publish results ahout analy-
se= of hearth vinder and liguid slag, provides

the reader with a series of authentic data

on temperature minima and maxima occur-
ring during the operation of pig furnaces.
The high silicic acid cantents of slag permits
the important conelusion that. based on
their empirical knowledge. the early-medieval
metalworkers were looking for self-fluxible
ore of high silicie acid content from which
soft iron could be reduced at relatively low
temperatures by the contemporary technigue.
without caleiunm-containing additives.

The data of the author’s careful instru-
mental analyses are unique contributions

to the Hungarian literature of technical
history.

G. Heckenast studies the history of Hun-
garian iron metallurgy in the 10th—13th
centuries. He develops his conclusions with
the complex method, making use of archae-
ological, toponymical, and linguistic data.
and also relying on the evidence of deeds
and other documents, He delimits three
iron-processing regions, viz. those in Western
Hungary, Northern Borsod and the Mecsek
monntains. Place-names indicating the pro-
duction of iron andironimplements are giv-
en aiso for other parts of this country. The
living conditions of the iron-processing pop-
ulation are' treated in a separate analy

51

The author proves with convincing data.
or renders it probable with impulsive work-
ing hypotheses, that the iron-workers of
the conquest period carried on their trade
under the supervision of ruling prineces. and.
later on. under royal supervision' as the
county organization took shape.

This village group-trade began to dis-
integrate at the end of the 12th century.
and was extinct in the 13th. Part of the
blacksmiths settled in towns, and this find-
ing is an important contribution to the con-
clusion that by the 12th or 13th century
progress in this country had exceeded the
ancient patterns of East-European origin.

Some conclusions of this excellent paper
prompt us to polemize. Accepting a view
of Nindor Fettich presented in 1933, the
author thinks that the metal-working of the
Magyars of Levedia (Don region) was in-
fluenced by some metal-working method
originating in a Central Asian, or. more ex-
actly. in the Minusinsk Culture. He assumes
that the Turk tribe-name Tarchan — Tarjin
in Hungarian — and the blacksmith myth
may have been adopted by the
through the medium of this metal-working
people of Eastern Turkic origin,

Yet the Magyars got in contact with the
western branch of the Turks, and. according
to all indications, the dignity of iarchan
connected with the blacksmith myth pre-
vailed alse with the Khazars who spoke

Turkic.

Magyars
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The iron and nouv-ferrous metalwork
of the Maavars of the pre-Conquest period
was hardly influenced by the less-advanced
Central Asian art; rather- it was shaped
by the more refined Caucasian metal-work-
ing of Iranian origin. It.was the latter from
which the Bulgar-Turks and other Turkic
peoples drew inspiration.

As concerus the origin of Hungarian met-
al-x_l\'orking? it should be kept in mind
that the Magyar tribes came to the steppe
from the region of the Western Ural where
one of’the most important centres of the
metal and iron culture of entire mankind
had developed. The high iron-metallurgical
standards of the Finno-Ugrian Ananino
culture in the 9th— 3rd centuries B. C. are
well known among others. It is substantiated
by available data that the metal-working
of the Finno-Ugrians was under Iranian-
North Caucasian influence already in the
Ananine age. The iuetal eulture of the Finno-
Ugrians, including the forefathers of the
Magvars, had developed well before the
Ananinoage.iu the first half of the 2nd millen-
nium B. C. Consequently. it is not only to be
as Heckenast suggests — but
may be taken for certain that the iron techni-

assumed —

que. and the metal eculture in general, of the
West Uralien and steppe Magyars attained
high standards. Thuas iron metallurgy can be
demonstrated wot only from the nomadic

Turkic peoples and their agrarian eastern

Sluvie neighbours, Heckenast is of the opin-
ion that plough was only carried on by the
eastern Slavie neighbours of the Magyars.
Yet there are data to support the faet that
in the southern steppe, where no Slavs were
living, in the region between the Volga and
the DUnieper, plough was more developed
than among the eastern Slavs in the Tth—
9th centuries. And this was the region where
also the Magyar tribes were living before the
Lonquest,

Even in the case of this highly circum-
spect author the absence of more recent
data resulted in a number of errors in re-
spect of the antecedents of Hungarian iron-
working in the Conquest period. On the other
hand, his argamentation for the relative

scantiness of the Finno-Ugrian vocabulary
of Hungarian iron-working is convineing and .
to he appreeiated.

The derivation of the place-name Tamord
(Temerd in the 13th century) from the Turk-
ish word *temir” meaning ““iron” is author-
itative,

On the hasis of the comparative data
analysed with great care we must accept as
a fact that the Hungarian craftsmen were
established by princely power on iron metal-
lurgy of Slavie antecendents. The merger
of these two types of metallurgies following
the same technology-differing from each
other in yet unexplained details (e.z. the
making of stirrups)— cannot be questioned.

The significance of Vasvir (vas-—iron)
in County Borsod (North Hungary) is cor-
roborated by five place-names of tribal origin
in the surroundings. On the other hand.
there are no data to show that it should
have borue a function similar to that of
Vasvir in County Vas (West Hungary). So
it is unnecessary to emphasize its decline
into a centre of roval estates,

E. Zoltay report= on his experiments with
the Imola-tvpe reconstructed pig furnace,
He was the first in Hungary to carry out
experiments of direct iron production with
ancient methods. His findings are of consid-
erable value.

Yet we see no explanation why his tahles
published on slag analyses differ in method
from those of G. Vastagh. Considering the
novel nature of the research results published,
the economical presentation of concepts in
the chapter by G. Vastagh is more convincing.

The tables published at the end of the
volume are helpful for the reader wishing
to find his way in the material of the book.

The few objections I have raised, and the
criticism I have voiced besides appreciation,
are all intended to give expression to my high
regard for the authors’ laborious and success-
ful work.

By way of conclusion T think it would
have been worth-while mentioning that the
firsk expert tria¥s for getting acquainted with
the iron-metallurgical technology of the
conquering Magyars were carried out by E.
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Fuchs and Gy. Nindori upon my initiative.

Akadémiai Kiadd iz to be commended
for having published this volume. Yet the
quality of the illustrations is objectionable:

a few colour tables illustraiing the slags
found at excavations and the various phases
of experimental meltings. might have heen

of a decumentary value.
A. Bartha

Hungarian Author on Metternich

Erzsébet Andics: Metternich und die 1" rage Ungarns
Budagpest, 1973, Akadémia Kiads

Erzsébet Andics has published a voluminous
menograph in German with the title ** Metternich
und die Frage Ungarns” ( Metternich and the
Question of Hungary). In addition to the ex-
cellent elaboration of the subject, the reader is
presented with a supplement of some eighty-two
original documents unpublished so far,

The author’s sphere of interest covers
o wide range of topics (for instance, the period
of transition from feudalism to capitalism,
the nationality question in Hungary, the
history of the workers’ movement and of the
period of counterrevolution 1919- -1945), al-
though in the last two decades she has been
concentrating on the regularities of Tlunga-
rian bourgeois transformation. Her results
won recognitien not only in Hungary but
also abroad. She published a number of hooks
describing the struggle of Lajos Koszuth
against traitors and opportunists and the role
of big landowners, in the bourgeois transfor.
mation of Hungary. Parallel with these studies
the author disclosed extensive European cor-
relations by bringing to light certain Austrian
references to the surrender at Vildgos, further
by her profonnd analysis and documentation
of the alliance betweeu the Hapsburgs and
the Romanavs, This enterprise of hers, work-
ing up the historical preliminaries of the
Czarist intervention of 1849 — swith the
figure of Metternich in the centre as one of

the agents that assisted to cement this

alliance — may he regarded as the immediate
antecedent of her latest work, the subject
of the present review,

His long lifetime and intensive political
activities influencing almost the whole of
Europe for some five decades qualified the
Chancellor as a stubborn defender of feudalizm
and a determined enemy to bourgeois devel-
opment. His influence assumed s¢ huge pro-
portions that even the members of the
imperial family were dependent on him:
furthermore the ambassadors aceredited to
Vienna tried to win his grace rather than that
of their own cabinets, Social conservativiem
combined with an idea of some Austrian
mission: the Hapsburgizn empire had, in
his opirion, a role to fulfil in view of main-
taining the prevailing status qito.

It is not to be wondered at. therefore,
that this man took a deep interest. tainted
with a feeling of hatred, in Hungarian affaire,
national and reform tendencies having
been most explicit in Hungary of that time.
At this point we have to raise the guestion
if there is a possibility, and if so is it worth-
while, to enrich with further traits the Metter-
nich portrait and to expand the scope of the
relating literature that has been increasingly
enlarged after the Second World War and
that has been paying extremely much atten-
tion in the last two decades to the Chanceliors
political activity. Having read the book
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under review, we may frame the answer in
the affirmative. And we have more than one
reason to do so. First, Metternich-research
demanded studies on the Cancellor’s activites
concerning Hungary as early as 50 -years
ago; secondly, the author has exposed
numerous factual data and revealed such
interrelations which have been unknown so
far. In addition, the work helps to eliminate
a harmful traditiod eof Hungarian historio-
graphy inasmuch as it abandons the narrow
Hungarian-centric historical approach — of
which not even the Marxist historians have
been able to get rid up to now -— and consi-
ders the events and phenomena of Hungarian
national history from a European point of
view. It is only after reading Andies’s hook
that we can realize how very necessary it
is for analytical study to confront the Hun-
garian social trends in the preliminary
stages of the bourgeois revolution, and the
class struggle accompanied by fierce ideo-
logical struggles with the Hungarian policy
of Metternich and the Austrian ruling circles.
By such examination — lending a typical
featare to the work — the multi-dimensioned
reality of colourful life can exposed.

From the various documents preserved
in the archives of Hungary, Austria
and Czechoslovakia the figure of the Chan-
ellor emerges as the highest authority of
Hungarian affairs. His writings relating
to Hungary show a sharp contrast as against
the other writings of his, owing to their
concise, clear and concrete style. Notably,
Metternich liked to conceal his thoughts and
his real objectives in the guise of ambiguous
and obscure sentences, This challenged the
criticizm even of his contemporary follewers,
historians of later times, however, have
been fiercely coping with those puszzles,
In contrast, his confidential instructions
relating to Hungary, written for the most
part by his own hand, are outspoken, self-
evident and uncircumstantial.

The Hungarian question significant and
complicated as it was from the thirties on-
wards oceupied a central place in the intel-
lectual activity of the Austrian statesman.
After the death of emperor Francis, Metter-
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nich came in charge of Hungarian affairs, and
to control Hungary and Transylvania be-
longed to the sphere of his highest authority.
The statement he made after his fall, to wit
that he had had no word in the internal
affairs of the empire, is fully contradicted by
archival documents. The truth is that the
chancellor found time nearly every day to
deal with the affairs of Hungary in an opera-
tive and detailed manner. One of the author’s
fundamental conclusions contains the follow-
ing statement: “For a period of nearly five
decades — decisive for the economic and
political development of Hungary — Mettes-
nich exercised more or less direct control
over the fate of the country; traces and con-
sequences of his interference were felt in
Hungary over a hundred years, and perhaps
they have not vanished to this day.” (p. 8.)

In the first five decades of the nineteenth
century, i.e. in the period of Prince Metter-
nich’s activity, the pace of economic develop-
ment speeded up, the anti-feudal and anti-
absolutistic social forces strengthened, and
the national and liberal movements gained
impetus in Hungary; consequently, oppor-
tunities opened for a relatively quick liqui-
dation of the country’s backwardness. Several
centuries’ delay bad to be made good. The
Prince played an undisputably great role in
the frustration of the progressive endeavours,
as well as in the preparation of the failure of
the revolution and the defeat of the warof
independence. Even though he failed to stop
the progress of history, he brought into play
many toeols to hinder Hungary’s advance:
“His figure is one of the most fatal in the
history of Hungary.” (p. 335.)

His first interference with the Hungarian
affairs was as typical of his attitude as any
of his later manifestations. In peint of fact,
he waged a fierce attack against the fendal
constitution of the estates, since it ensured
a certain degree of independence to Hungary,
more precisely to the ruling nobility; in any
case the country enjoyed a privileged status
compared to Cisleithania, and there existed
a possibility for these privileges to be filled
with bourgeois content. Occupying the top
post in the empire, his first step was to come




to agreement with Napoleon, who had won
victory not leng ago over Austria, and to
frame a plan in common for the liquidation
of Hungary's independence. Although for
certain reasons he was unable to carry out
this plan in 1811 and 1812, he never aban-
doned his conception. according to which
the rule of the Hapsburgs must be made
absolute and lasting in Hungary.

There survive quite a number of drafts in
Metternich’s hand, all suggesting the reorga-
nization of the empire into an absolutistic and
centralized political administration, with a
special view to the incorpoeration of Hungary.
It is in this context that the author examines
the nationality policy of Metternich. The
Prince had developed a deep despise in respect
of peoples and rejected all kinds of national
aspirations. At the same time, he saw the
irreality of endeavours to frame unity through
Germanization, Italian unity was a nightmare
for him, Italy having been a mere geographical
concept to his mind. He was a desperate
enemy to German unity and a relentless sup-
pressor of the Polish wars of independence.

As early as the seéond half of the twenties
of the last century, that is at the time when
Hungarian liberal-national endeavours
began to take wings, he emphasized the im-
portance of political restrictions and intro-
duced the use of terroristic measures in admin-
This is supported, among other
things, by the diary of Istvdn Széchenyi. whe
began just in those vears the life-long duel
with Metternich that lasted for a
of a century, 3zéchienyi cheriched no illusions
as to the intentions of Metternich: his con-
fideutial records contain very accurate de-

istration,

fjuarter

seriptions of the Prinece’s manipulation around
Hungarian constitutional life. At the same
time. the Chancellor behold Széchenyi’s activ-
itv from the beginning to the end with the
profoundest distrust. Erzsébet Andies pre-
sents a highly exciting reading piece when
characterizing the antagonistic political and
personal relation of the two statesmen. In
spite of his sharp eriticism. Széchenyi was
impressed by the attitudes of the Chancellor
as a man of wide European outleck, experi-
ence and power. He would have been willing

to use the Chancellor’s influence in the inter-
est of his own policy. This is the reason -
explains the author — “why Széchenyi, who
was sensitive in all other respects, was patient
of insults offered to him from the side of the
cabinet and the Prince, and this is the reason
why he, grinding hiz teeth for humiliation,
suspicion and neglect, was unable to break
with the Prince once and for all. although he
stood near to it several times”. (p. 52.)
Under the impact of the revolutionary
events in the eighteen hundred and thirties
Metternich set a target of several decades
work before him: in face of the increased
menaces of a possible revolutionary develop-
ment, he planned to revive the Holy Alliance.
It is upon his initiatives that the three feudal
absolutistic powers, to with Austria, Prussia
and Czarist Russia made the Miinchengriitz
agreement of 1833, by force of which they
would react with united might to all revolu-
tionary events. Czar Nicolas I yielded funda-
mental support to the new Holy Alliance, ful-
filling Metternich’s aunticipations. The con-
vention of Miinchengritz was seon followed
by that of Berlin. and both of them were
directed, besides the Polish,
Hungarian national movement.
Terroristic measures of government were
increased in number and force after the
diet of 1832 —1836. this having been a very
important station in the
ments in Hungary. The forcible governmental

against the

reform move-
policy was promulgated by Metteruich with
the intention of launching & general offensive
against the Hungariim reformi movement.
He had a leading part in the eampaigns
against Wesselényi and Kossuth, and he per-
sonally worked out in details the prosecution
and trial of the two great statesmen.

At the same
systematie information to the Czar about

time, the Chancellor sent

“disquieting” developments in Hungary, as
shown by the relating portien of his cor-
respondence. He tried to convince the Czar
that the reform movement in Hungary was
aimed at “the overthrow of all social order™
and that it carried menace in the form of
impending revolutionary conspiration against
the Russian empire as well.



Erzsébet Andics applies a fine analytical
method and utilizes a rich documentation in
characterizing the so-called neo-conservative
trend that followed after the failure of the
forcible government policy and that eame
into existence through the coincidence of
the interests of the Hungarian aristoc-
rats and the objectives of Metternich.
Anyway, this alliance was welded by the
Chancellor. As a consequence, the most fle-
xible aristoeratic layess, reacting most sen-
sibly upon the demands of the new era. bae-
ked more and more openly the of the influ-
ence idea of imperial unity and feit the
reinforcement of the absolutistic government
necessary. ;

The chapters dealing with economic
questions are particularly interesting. The
author sheds light on the Chancellor’s ambi-
tion to effectuate a set of eeonomic measures
in order to prevent the unfolding of an inde-
pendent bourgeois economy in Hungary. The
Chancellor’s aim was to maintain Hungary's
acrarian function among the dominions of
Austria which -began to show a relatively
vigorous indusirial development from the
late thirties (with the exception of Galicia).
As a special indication to this effect might
Le nmentioned  the system of customs
union representing the decisive component
factor of Metternich’s economic policy in
the forties.

Never resigning of his plans to suppress,
it need be, the Hungarian hberal endea-
vours by military forces, he wished to
win over to his side the Palatine of Hungary.

This course of development led directly
to the diet of 1843 —1844 which gave farther
food for the Chancellor’s conviction that steps
must be tzken with a view to building up

icient central, power inHungary. The
-ernmental and administrative organs
iuet be headed with reliable men selected
from the rapks of the bpeo-conservative
leaders, This is how Metternich incented court
policy to introduce Lhe so-called adminisira-
tive system. The lord lieutenants of the coun-
ties appointed by the governments were in-
vested with the power of puiting to use all
possible means to check the movements of
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the reformist opposition, including coercion,
bribery and mobilization of forces of arms.
Parallel with this, the Prince consolidated
the institution of censorship. Strict govern-
mental measures were taken against the vari-
ous social organizations, especially the Society
for promotion the development of Hungarian
industry. Neo-conservativist Gyirgy Apponyi
was appointed head of the Chancery at that
time and was soon successful in creating
a nation-wide political party from the fol-
lowers of Metternich in Hungary. Beside this
possibility of *“peaceful development™, Met-
ternich did not leave out of consideration
the variant of a coup d’état by recourse to
force of arms.

Erzsébet Andics gives a thorough analysis
of Széchenyi’s relation to the new system of
administration. By so doing, she enriches the
Széchenyi portrait. Although placed at the
head of the Communication Commiszsion,
partly owing to Metternich himself, he
cannot be regarded as a supporter of the
conservatives. He maintained his independent
views to the end. His aim was to establish
a centralist trend that would attract the
elements prone to o compromise from hoth
the oppesition and the conservative fields.

Metternich’s policy evoked increasing
resistance on the part of the -epposition:
They struggled with increasing zeal for
national  independence  and hourgeois
development., The oppesition reduced to
a reasonable level the value of the “reform
policy” o ostentationsly proclaimed by the
Chancellor .and the nec-conservative party.
It was made known to public opinion that
only the method had changed. but the
government policy directed by Metternich
remained essentially the same.

Under such cirenmstances the program-
me of the group led by Apponyi could
not et with a wider appreciation on the eve
of the diet of 1847—1848, which is not to be
wondered at since in more than one respect
thiz programme Wwas marked by retvograde
ideas far more obsclete and obscure than
those of Metternich.

The author is particularly circumspect in
describing Metternich’s activity on the eve



of the revolution. Earlier, he was inclined to
exaggerate the dangers in order to defend
his repressive policy; this time however, “he
was filled with terror and really shaken, and
what is more, he was overcome by a feeling
of inertia with which he was not usually
possessed”. (p. 270.)

Erzsébet Andics examined with special
thoroughness the far-stretching political
connections of Metternich when he was in
exile during 1848 —1849. Not even as an
exile did he abandon his former policy of
suppressing the wars of independence in the
various countries. His extensive correspond-
ence contains many references to the Hunga-
rian revolution in the mentiened two years.
He regarded the Hungarian war of independ-
ence as an unlawful revolt.

The role of the aged ex-chancellor had
grown after the defeat of the revelution, He
was the central figure of the feudal-absolu-
tistic opposition which held that the Schwar-
zenberg cabinet that took over power in 1849
was excessively liberal. On returning in 1851,
he made his voice heard in questions con-

nected with the “reorganization’ of post-revo-
lution Hungary. He maintained close con-

nections with Saint Petersburg and heartily
saluted the Bach system in whose preparation
he had participated as adviser.

In conclusion, we may state that Erzsébet
Andics spanned a full epoch of Hungary's
history. She has brought to light an impres-
sing number of novel data concerning the
history of those five decades and also gave
an analytical appraisal of the archival
data, A great credit to her work con-
sists in the polemic nature: throughout
the work she refutes the erroneous opinions
adopted by bourgeois historiography, and
does so by exploiting direct sources with the
exact scientific methods of historical materi-
alism.

The false portrait of an idealized figure
of Chancellor Metternich drawn by bourgeois

historiography — not refraining from
declaring him to have been a friend to
Hungary — comes to nothing in the light

of Erzsébet Andics’s synthesis and source-
publication.

The publication in a foreign language of
a historical work of so general significance
can be welcomed with the highest approval.
At the same time it would be a great blunder
te deprive the Hungarian general public of
aceess to a synthesis so essential for their
national history.

E. Araté

Endre Araté: Kelet-Eurdpa tirténete a XIX. szizad els felében

{L’histoire de I'Europe Orientale dans la premiére moitié du XITX¢ siécle)
Budapest, 1971, Akadémiai Kiadé, pp. 597

Une des tédches principales que s’était
proposée I'historiographie marxiste hengroise
d’aprés la libération est de dégager le con-
texte est-européen de I'évolution historique
hongroise, de faire la synthése de Ihistoire
de la Hongrie et des pays voisins.

L'intérét scientifique aceru pour I'histoire
des pays est-européens s'explique non seule-
ment par les éléments communs & I'évolution
politique de ces pays mais aussi par les ana-
logies que 'on observe dans I'évolution socio-
économique, dans les structures sociales, nées
dans cette région, et servant de base & ’évo-
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lution politique. C'est aprés les révolutions
anglaise et francaise, a 'époque de la trans-
formation bourgeoise, que les écarts entre
T’évolution a I'Est et a I'Ouest sont devenus
manifestes pour les penseurs de I'époque. Au
XVIII® siécle, les souverains essayant d’ap-
pliquer les méthodes de ¢ 'absolutisme éclai-
réy, s'engagérent a favoriser l'industrialisa-
tion, l'instruction publique, I’économie plus
rationnelle. La révolution francaise de 1789
et les guerres napoléoniennes ont ouvert des
horizons sur toute I"'Europe qui, pour bien des
personnes, ont mis en relief le retard de



P'Europe orientale. La conjoncture qui accom-
pagna les guerres souligna «1"échec du systéme
économique enfermé dans le lit de Procruste
du servage » et signala, comme unique issue,
les changements sociaux radicaux, 'évolution
bourgeoise.

Dans les recherches relatives aux trans-
formations en Europe orientale, de nouveaux
acquis sont dus en Hongrie derniérement sur-
tout aux travaux d’ Emil Niederhauser dans le
domaine de I'histoire des idéologies et de Ia
société, de Liszlé Katus, 'Tvin T. Berend et
de Gysrgy Ranki dans I'histoire économique.

Le nouveau livre d'Endre Araté résume

I’histoire de la premiére étape de 1'évolution
bourgeoise, période allant jusqu'a Paffran-
chissement des serfs.

Endre Araté, dans son histoire compara-
tive de 'Europe de I'Est, fait la synthése de
P’histoire politique et culturelle des vingt-sept
peuples vivant sur le territoire qui s’étend
de 1a Finlande a la Gréce, de 'Elbe a 1'Oural,
ainsi que des lignes générales du développe-
ment économique et social, nécessaires pour
comprendre cette histoire.

La « définition de I'Europe orientale » pro-
posée par Endre Araté montre bien des diffé-
rences d’avec les définitions généralement
admises. Se fondant sur le retard socio-éco-
nomique, sur 'étendue des grands empires
multinationaux et sur les analogies dans les
mouvements pationaux, l'auteur considére
la Finlande et le Caucase comme appartenant
& I'Europe orientale. Il est & noter tonutefois
gu'en ce gui concerne l'appartenance de la
grande maejorité des régions étudides, le
eritére principal en était la ressemblance des
socio-économiques, tandis que
dans le cas de la Finlande et du Caucase
P'appartenance politique forcée & la Raussie
pesait d'un plus grand poids dans ces cousi-

structures

dérations, ces territoires n'ayant jamais con-
nu le systéme, fondé sur Jes grands domaines
fonciers, de Vévolution agraire capitalists,
cest-a-dire 'évolution dite ¢ prussiennes, et
leur développement n'ayant en rien de com-
mun avec celui des pays balkaniques.
L’évolution bourgeoise et ses antécédents
sont traités par P'auteur en huit chapitres.
L'évolution de P'agriculture est divisée en trois

groupes. Le premier comprend la Prusse, la
Monarchie des Habshourg, la Russie oii, pon
Pessentiel, ‘prévalut l'évolution a la prus-
cienne. Le second groupe est formé par les
territoires balkaniques ol le grand domaine
est pratiquement inconn, ét le trgisieme par
les principautés roumaines, la Bosnie-Herze-
govine, la Dalmatie, le Monténégro, I’ Albanie
et la Caucase,*:dont les spécificités sont
nombreuses et les analogies se rapportent
plutét aux territoires balkaniques.

En analysant le systéme oppressif des
empires multinationaux il tient soigneuse-
ment compte des nuances. Il démontre que
toute nation dominante {sans compter les
Tures), dont méme celles qui étaient oppri=
mées {Grecs, Hongrois) cherchaient A assi-
miler les ethnies différentes d’elles. A ce pro-
pos il passe en revue tous les moyens dont se
gervaient les différents petits peuples peur
se défendre, Dans ses investigations, I'autenr
applique la méthode de travail de feu Zoltdn
1. Téth, chercheur éminent de 'histoire des
minorités nationales de Hongrie. Cette
méthode part de la théorie dite des structures
sociales incomplétes pour expliquer les spéci-
ficités dans D'évolution de¢ peuples opprimés
de I'Europe de I'Est. La majeure partie des
minorités nationales en Homgrie, un bon
nombre de peuples balkaniques n’avaient
pas. an début du XIX- siécle, leur classe de
grands propriétaires fonciers d'origine féodale,
et la bourgeoisie urbaine de leur ethnie faigait
4galement défaut en sa majorité, Les porteurs
des mouvements nationaux et de I'évelution
hourgeoise étaient surtout les mmembres de
Pintelligentsia de I'Eglise on de P'administra-
tion, et & moindre degré les marchands &
grande distance déjh engagés dans la voie
du capitalisme.

Dans cet inoxtricable complexe ethuigue
de PEarope de 'Est, Endre Aratd traite les
meuvemenis des nationalités, gui s’inter-
pénitient, quiont des structures sociales ditfé-
rentes et des positions de force inégales dans
leurs rapports avec les mouvements d’autres
peuples et avee I'évolution des rapports entre
les grandes puissances, Dans le contexie du
développement économique, du degré de ia
dépendance nationale, des structures sociales
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et de la politique des grands, il passe en revue
les mouvements nationaux et culturels de la
premiére moitié du XIXe sigcle, ainsi que les
hommes politiques de premier plan. Il analyse
le mouvement des défenseurs bulgares de la
langue qui luttaient pour le renforcement de
la langne nationale, I'hétairie grecque, I’émi-
gration polonaise qui avait sa voix méme dans
la grande politique européenne. I1 décrit les
différentes étapes de I'évolution nationale (de
la langue), paralléle au développement de la
production marchande. Le lecteur peut faire
connaissance des cadres locaux dans lesquels
furent
associations pour la défense de la langue
nationale, sociétés littéraires, écoles. organi-
sations nationales-religienses, Pour chaque

lancés les mouvements nationaux:

nationalité, il explore & part les particularités
régionales de la lutte menée pour créer la
langue littéraire, le réle des dialecticiens, de la
langue ecclésiastique, des influences classi-
ques, la fonetion nationale et le contenu bour-
geois de la littérature, des aris et de historio-
graphie. Les rapports entre la vie culturelle
et les mouvements nationaux, les mouve-
ments de libération sont traités séparément,
conformément a leur caractére et a leur lieu.
Un a un, lanteur analyse les mouvements
nationaux dirigés par la noblesse et contenant
des éléments féodaux (par exemple les mou-
vements hongrois, polonais), les insurrections
armées, les sociétés secretes (surtout en
Russie). les tentatives d'union slave. La poli-
tigue russe aux Balkans occupe une place
importante. I'auteur analyse en détail le role
gqu'avaient joué les guerres turques de la
Russie dans la prise de conscience des peuples
balkaniques. La politique halkanique des
autres grandes puissances. de I"Angleterre.
de la France. n’est pas non plus négligée.
Au tournant des des XVIIIc et XIX¢ sicles,
période par la quelle 'autenr commence
ses investigations, seuls les Polonais et les
Serbes menérent une lutte armée d'import-
ance., Au bout de deux générations, en
1848. I'empire des Habshourgs se trouvait
au bord du gouffre du fait de la révolution
bourgeoise que firent éclater les penples
habitants Iempire.

C’est précisément la révolution de 1848

qui marque le point supréme des mouvements
nationaux traités par Endre Araté. Il est
done juste que cet événement occupe dans
le livre une place considérable bien que, avee
un sens honorable de mesure, dans I'analyse
des luttes des minorités nationales P'auteur
ne s'étende pas sur Pexposition des événe-
ments connus de histoire hongroise. L'ou-
vrage prend ici le caractére d’une analyse
poussée. L'auteur distingue trois périodes
principales dans les rapports entre la révolu-
tion hongroise et les minorités nationales:
mars 1848 ou les signes du rapprochement
dominérent encore, la période des luttes
armées commencant vers I'été et Pantomne,
et enfin & partir du printemps 1849 la période
des efforts visant la réconciliation.

Dans son analyse de 1848 Endre Araté
adopte la position progressiste selon laquelle
la tragédie de la révolution hongroise est
a chercher dans le fait que Funion contre
les Habsbourgs de toutes les tendances poli-
tiques, bourgeoizes et
peuples vivant ensemble. a échoué. Dans cet
échec il attribue une grande importance aussi
a la politigune nationale peu généreuse du
gouvernement Kossuth et aussi aux erreurs
des minorités nationales, ainsi gu’aux ma-
neeuvres de Vienne. Nous pouvons encore

progressistes, des

v ajouter que méme l'intolérance nationale
(done la voie de la «non-réunion des forcess)
offrait une certaine solution, celle des armes.
Lorsque Kossuth. incapable de tomber d’ac-
cord avec les Serbes dans la satisfaction de
leurs revendications nationales dit & Strati-
mirovié: ¢ nous allons done mesurer nos
épées» — cette déclaration signifia la recon-
naissance, aussi forcée qu'elle fiat, de la
personnalité nationale des Serbes, de la
nation serbe. Par ses préparatifs & la lutte
armée, la Croatie & son tour contraignit pas
a pas le gouvernement de Pest & reconnaitre
en fait son indépendance. On peut donc
observer en 1848 une certaine tendance qui
montre qu'une partie des nationalités astrei-
gnit par sa lutte pour lindépendance le
gouvernement hongrois 4 faire certaines
concessions,

La tragédie de 1848—49 consiste done
non seulement dans "échec de I'union contre
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les Habsbourg, mais aussi dans I'impossibi-
lité de suivre méme la moins bonne des voies,
4 savoir la lutte nationale; c’est-a-dire la
guerre civile n’a pas pu avoir lien. Assistée
par I'Angleterre, lintervention armée des
Habsbourg et du tzar a’¥ejeté a titre égal
Hongrois, Serbes, Roumains et Croates, dans
leurs positions d’avant 1848, donc a une
étape précédente de leur évolution nationale.
Cela signifia que la solution des conflits
nationaux fut remise & une époque ultérieure.

Malgré I'échec des mouvements nationaux
de 1818 en Europe orientale, I'évolution des
forces produectrices était favorable, Comme
I'auteur IP'indique, DI'évolution bourgeoise,
engagée par les révolutions, fut achevée d'en
haut, par la force du pouvoir, grice a I'af-
franchissement des serfs, que l'auteur traite
dans le dernier chapitre. Cet événement a
écarté les derniers obstacles devant I'évolu-
tion capitaliste. Dans les années soixante et
soixante-dix, le compromis entre Hongrois
et Croates, la naissance de l'indépendance
roumaine et bulgare a, provisoirement, clos
la premiére étape de la constitution des cadres

nationaux. Toutefois, un demi-siécle aprés les
guerres napoléoniennes, I'écart entre le déve-
loppement de I'Europe orientale et occiden-
tale était plus grand que jamais.

A Yintérieur de ['économie européenne
s"était instaurée la division de travail fondée
sur «1'Occident industriely et «1'Orient
agraires. Afin de lancer sur une grande
échelle 'industrialisation, depuis =i longtemps
revendiquée, I'Europe orientale avait besoin
d’importer des capitaux considérables. A la
fin du XIX¢® siécle 'économie des nouveaux
Etats devait résoudre le probléme d’utiliser
les capitaux importés en tant que force pro-
ductrice, c’est-a-dire de renforcer le marché
intérieur, sinon cette importation des capi-
taux devait augmenter la dépendance du pays
et en fin de compte son état arriéré,

Le livre d’Endre Araté se fait remarquer
par une extréme richesse de renseignements
et donnés, il fournit un instrument utile aux
investigations historiques comparatives, il
représente un pas fait en avant dans la voie
de D'analyse, sous un angle cohérent, de
Thistoire de I’Europe orientale.

Z. Bsiaz

Gyula LdszI6: Vértesszoldstsl Pusztaszerig

(From Vértessz616s to Pusztaszer.)
Budapest 1974, Gondolat Kiado, 275 pp.

This popular book on the history of the Carpathian Basin from the primitive age to
the 10th century is an interesting work of individual tone.
For several years Gyula Laszlé has been explaining his view that the great majority

of Magyars settled down in the Carpathian Basin about 670, the rest around 894 (204-207).
Thus he conceives of the immigration of the Magyars as having taken place in two waves,
separated by a long interval of time. As a proof of this hypothesis attention is drawn to
records of the appearance of White Ugrians in the Russian Ancient Chronicle. The record
is assumed to refer to the 670s and to the arrival of the White Ugrians in the Carpathian
Basin. The record in question came into the text of the Russian Ancient Chronicle from the
Byzantine chronicle of Georgios Hamartolos. The appearance of the White Ugrians is
mentioned in connection with the Byzantine-Persian wars of the 620s. Unfortunately the
source is silent on the place where the White Ugrians appeared and their further fate
remained obscure. For Hungarian history the name of the people, Ugrian, Onogur, is of
basic importance. Their incidence in sources involves ambivalence, because they do not
indicate Magyars in every instance. For the people’s names Ugrian, Onogur to stand for
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Magyars has preconditions which call for elucidation themselves. Since the source in question
does not decide whether or not the name White Ugrian implies Magyars, the reader is left
in the dark on the problem of ambivalence. The people’s name Onogur has another aspect
which requires popular explanation. This name evokes confused ideals and ideas. Popu-
larization is not the way to attempt clarification of the meaning of the name Onogur. There-
fore criticism of the notions which mask the ambivalence of this name of ‘a people demands
a place in popularization, in order to promote perspicacity.

Determination of the ethnic group of the bearers of archeological civilizations raises
grave methodological problems of archeology and primitive history. In the knowledge of
criteria characteristic of an ancient civilization archeology justifiably supposes that the people
of the civilization in question was held together not only by common features of civilization,
but presumably also by language and other features. However, there is no proof of a common
language, the name of the people’s community can not be identificd by archeological criteria.
Serious, unsolved methodological problems prevent the establishment of a connection between
the bearers of archeological civilizations with the remote forefathers of living peoples. At the
same time the concept of the ethnocultural unit, the “nameless people” is indispensable in
studying the ancient history of a certain geographical region.

When we speak of ancient history or the name of any arch.eélogical civilization 1is
preceded by the attribute Magyar, a scientific definition is made which entails responsibility.
In this case science undertukes to clear the remote antecedents of our people. To trace the
ancient historical antgcedents of a people living now is exceedingly problematic, therefore
“national” ancient history is the source of all sorts of irrationalisms and new myths.
“National” on two counts: ethnic antecedents are searched for in the fading past of ancient
history, the opinions formed on the subject are systematized and, nolens volens, they become
part of national consciousness. Unintentionally created irrational views are hard to avoid
because ancient history breaks boldly into the unknown domains of the origin of peoples and
paleoethnography. There are reliable data which inform us that the Magyar people of primitive
history differed from the Magyar people of later ages. The fact that the Hungarian people
(as well as every other people) is a historical category is waiting for elucidation, not to the
expert but to the wider public. Adequate explanation in itself does not ward off the develop-
ment of erroncous concepts, but it serves as support to those seeking knowledge.

Those who deny that change of certain burial rites and elements of civilization about
670 are unmistakable evidence of change of population in the Carpathian Basin are held by
Gyula Laszlo to be of the retiring type of scholars, unacquainted with historical reality (194).
It must be reckoned with that earlier ethnographic conditions were altered by the effect of
some immigrants. This important detail requires intensive investigation, but to assume that
the supposed immigrants were identical with the Magyars bearing the name of Onogur is
evasion of the open methodological and theoretical problems outlined above. There is a lack
of criteria permitting generalization to decide when it is that changes of archeological
civilizations are connected with the appearance of new ethnic groups.

The author disapproves of the Hungarian historians who claim that Late Avars were
assimilated by the Slavs (215). The fact is that after the campaign of Charlemagne the Avars
complained of oppression by the Slavs. From this, of course, it does not follow that the Avars
were Slavonized. The historians and linguists who studied the subject have come to various,
sometimes hasty, conclusions, but no dogma has been laid down. It deserves cursory mention
that Slavonization of the Avars has been weighed not only by Hungarian and by directly
interested Slovak historians. The justification of these considerations might nevertheless have
been rejecied. However, the comments of the American Imre Boba on the Onogurs do not
deserve much notice.

The assertion that in the 3rd and 2nd millenium B.C. there was no major demographic
aclivity in the Volga-Chama region inhabited by Finno-Ugrians is highly important. The
arguments are obscure from which the author concludes that the Magyar people and language
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came into existence approximately about 2000 B.C. upon the final separation of Neolithic
civilizations in the Volga-Chama area.

The results of research pursued for several decades have revealed that from the
beginning of the 3rd millenium B.C. consecutive waves of immigrants from the south reached
the Volga-Chama region. In the most out-of-sight corners the 2nd millennium B.C. was not
the Neolithic Period, but the Copper-Neolithic, then Copper Age when not only excellent
bronze craftsmanship developed, but the first proofs of iron production have been discovered
in the Volga-Chama region and West Ural area. These are open and problematic guestions
of the correlations between archeological civilizations and ethnic groups. However, available
findings do not provide insight into the essential relations of paleoethnographic processes
connected with these questions.

Within certain archeological eras the number of civilizations surpasses the number
of those known from sources and that of surviving Finno-Ugrian peoples. Regarding the
primitive history of interior regions of the European Continent it is a unique and enviable
scientific result that in the loosely limited sense of the term we can speak of Finno-Ugrian
archeological civilization and archeology from the Neolithic Age. Closer ethnic determinations
are available from a period elucidated by written sources (from the turn of the 9th century).
At all events, scientifically necessary arbitrary endeavours have to be complied with which
strive to connect more circumscribed ethnographic concepts within the Finno-Ugrian ethnic
group (Ugrian, Permian, Volga-Finnish) to archeological civilizations which preceded the
9th and 10th centuries. In this case attention is to be drawn to the exceedingly problematic
nature of every detail of the experiment, not only in case of popularizing intent, but also in
strictly expert work.

In Gyula Lészl6’s view the Magyar people can not be understood without Eurasia,
nor can the latter be understood without the Magyars. The Magyars are not kindred either
to this or that people, but are connected with all by the memories of a common Eurasian
past, the first chapter of which began in prehistoric times.

In fact, the background of primitive Hungarian Ristory is broad, and to shed light on
this background is indeed much more important than localization of the dwelling place of
the ancient people from which the Magyars are descended: Mareover, there is slight probability
that the Magyar people should have stood in the centre of Eurasian history. No one can deny
the manifold mixtures which came about during the ethnogenetic process, but it is contrary
to scientific findings made available so far to pursue the “shoreless” experiment trying to
present Magyars as the relatives of all Eurasian peoples. Is not this relationship too extensive
and is it not risky to trace its origin back to prchistoric man?

Only a few questions have been mentioned. No objection has been raised to any on
the plea that it has no place in science or in popularization. It would furthermore certainly
be worth-while to study very thoroughly the ethnographic changes connected with the cultural
conditions altered about 670 in the Carpathian Basin. Although the notion is improbable, the
assumed ethnographic change should also be analyzed to find out whether or not it was
connected with the appearance of other than ancient Magyar groups.

In popularizing works ideals have to be cherished and this is impossible without
idealization. Emphasis is laid on the theoretical co-ordinates of idealization.

Exception is taken to the methodological and theorctical appraisal of the problems
dealt with in the book.

In primitive history marxist historical concepts play a quite peculiar role. Classical
marxist explanations of ancient history are respected in bourgeois scientific circles. That is,
the appreciation of marxist theory in ancient history does not even imply the acceptance of
historical materialism. Regrettably the author has omitted to analyze with adequate depth the
results of the theory and their relations to ancient history. So, finally, history was broken up
into episodes in his book.

A. Bartha
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Sherman David Spector: Rumania at the Paris Peace Conference.
A Study of the Diplomacy of Iean I. C. Bratianu

New York, 1962, Bookman Associates Inc., 368 pp.

Ive J. Lederer: Yugoslavia at the Paris Peace Conference. A Study in Fron-
tiermaking

Vew Haven and London. 1963,

Studying problems of identical nature of
the same period, these two volumes are
results of research and- analytieal work of
bizh standards, aud tokens of international
interest, in the history of Central East
Europe. Owing to their subject, both are di-
rectly eonrrelated with the history of Hungary.

Yet the subtitles of the hooks under
review indicate a certain dissimilarity of
treatmen! or of the manner of presentation,
For obvious Spector places the
person of Bratianu in the limelight; present-
ing the activities of Rumanian diplomacy,
the guideline and aspirations of Rumanian
policy, through and in connection with Bra-
tianu. Lederer’s book is of a different nature
because Yugoslav policy. which had heen
shaped in a uniform pattern by the time of
the Peace Conference. had no representative
comparable to Bratianu.

Both volumes survey longer periods of
time than the one year of the Peace Confer-
proper. Studying the antecedents,
national movements, Lederer goes hack to
the 19th century: Spector starts his disqui-
sition with the outhreak of the World War.
Following as a matter of necessity from the
subject, Ledercer discusses the events up to
Rapallo: also Spector concludes his hook
with 1920, h

Both authors focus their investigations
on the problem of how a Yugoslavia and
Rumania, which did not yet exist at the
outbreak of World Ward I, emerged as
independent states by 1919--1920. Thus
the backbone of their treatment is diplomatic
activity carried on at official and non-offi-
cial forums, the skirmishes involved in
frontier-making. Lederer presents an immense
material, discusses the events in the fullest
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details. sometimes from day to day. even
honr by hour. Spector does not devote so
much attention to details. and this permits
a clearer survey of the principal features of
a given period.

Spector presents a colourful, many-sided
portrait of the Rumanian diplomat, and
his role in this highly important period. e
emphasizes as the dominant element that
Bratianu was a politician of the Bvzantine
type, endowed with an extraordinary flair
for the acrobatics and intrigues of diplomacy.
stubborn and unyielding whenever his own
ideas, Rumanian interests were involved.
This portraiture iz not an abstract one:
together with and behind Bratianu we ecan
see the factors of Rumanian home polities,
the King. the party conflicts, ete.

Spector concludes that, beginninz from
the outhreak of World War I, the leading
political circles of Rumania were united
by one great, common aspiration: to unify
the Rumanians of Fast Europe, to aceom-
plish the dicintegration of the Monarchy, and
to secure in the struggle of the opposing
interests a position that would be most
advantageous for attaining these objectives.
The representative outstanding fighter of
these aspirations was the Rumanian Prime
Minister, who controlled events when he
was mno longer head of government. The
author 1s certainly justified in pointing out
Bratianu’s gifts, his important role, especially
as concerns the skilful exploitation of the
antagonisms in great power polities and
the adaptation of Rumanian interests to
these. Although the latter circumstances
seem to have deserved more emphasis on
the part of the author: for it was exactly
these circumstances that brought Bratianu’s




abilities into full display; there was agree-
ment of interests, and the Rumanian aspira-
tions were by and large fitting into the anti-
Sovietic and East European plans of the En-
tente, especially of France.

Naturally alse Ledcrer presents those
leading diplomats and politicians who re-
presented interests:
Trumbid, Vesnié (pp 81- -91), and in this
connection he succeeds in giving an idea of

the Yugoslay Pasis,

the conceptions not vet fully co-ordinated
of the various Sonthern Slav nations concern-
ing the features of the state to be formed,
and the demands to be raised in respect of
the neighbours and the great powers,

A comparative study of the two Looks,
analyses, present
one fuct quite clearly: while the Rumanian
delegation arrived at the Peace Conference
with anited demands and an
programme, headed by a highly respectable
Bratianu who had a firm hold on home
politics at the same time, the cardinal diffi-
culty of the Yugoslav delegation was the

as well as the authors’

integrated

lack of sufficient agreement, on a uniform
programme. The nembers of the Yugoslav
delegation were fighting in Paris not only
their rival neighhours or the great powers,
but occasionally even opposed one another
while their relations with Belgrade were far
from being satisfactory.

Both authors start from the premise
that it is not the Allies that ereated the
new states on the ruins of the Monarchy:
the Peace Conference was only the crowning
act of a process which having started within
the Monarchy many decades before, and,
beeoming more and more intensive, had
eventually led to secession. They are correct
in stressing at the same time that the out-
come of the war, the victory of the Alljes.
bad a decisive influence on secession and. on
luying the foundations for the new states.
And we may add here that precisely in this
context the Peace Conference played an
extremely important role, since it was mainly
composed of those powers that had during
the war formally pledged their support for
the territorial-national claims of the former
national minorities of the Monarchy
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The authors illustrate with many inter-
esting data the correlations of occupation
and national movements in autumn 1918,
Yet speaking of the World War, Spector
seems to be overinfluenced by the Entente’s
declarations, we might as well say propaganda
of that time, when stating that the Western
Powers had “got involved” in the war,
and shifting the responsibility for the war
on the Central Powers. Lederer gives a very
good and fairly detailed summary of the
history of problems between the Great
Powers and the Monarchy beginning from
1916.

As mentioned above, the author’s atten-
tion has been concentrated chiefly on the
national problems. on the making of the
frontiers and rearranging the territory of
the one-time Monarchy according to the
national principle. Sources exposed demon-
strate novel correlations. The author’s eom-
parison and critical remarks made in respect
of the various countries are based on these
sources, which renders the two volumes Very
useful. But the same point of approach
results in a certain degree of one-sidedness
at the zame time. Notably not only the natio-
nal problems called for a solution at the
time the Monarchy collapsed but social
problems also presented themselves: and how
powerfully, it appeared from the revelutions
in Hungary, from the events in Czechoslo-
vakia, Austria, Yugoslavia and Rumania,
and from the efforts of the hourgeois govern-
ments of these countries to relax social ten-
sion partly through reforms (e.g. land distri-
bution), but mainly by directing these an-
tagonisms into the channels of nationality
problems. Tf these problems had been treated
in closer connection with the diplomatic
activities and with the attitudes of the various
governments and parties represented in par-
elsewhere in both
books — then a historically more complete

liaments discussed
picture would have resulted showning the
significanee of the diplomatic accomplish-
ments in the national fields from more than
one aspect,

Spector emphasizes that within the Ru-
manian mother state, whose aspiration was




to take possession of further territories, and
which was of a rather homogeneous national
character, the official conception of a “great-
er Rumania” was not traversed by any other
plan of importance. (He analyses the Transyl-
vanian problem, the events that took place
there, the Rumanian—Hungarian—Saxon
problem in a very realistic manner.

The Southern Slav question was much
more complex, more controversial. Giving
portraits of the leading persons as individuals
and politicians, and disclosing the events of
political history, Lederer gives a well-support-
ed clear presentation of the problems inveoly-
ed by the unification-plan (Serbian leader-
ship, kingdom, association on equal terms,
possible Croatian hegemony, ete.). Lederer
sees the clash of two major trends here: the
struggle of a pan-Serbian or pan-Croatian
versus a Yugoslav idea, which was especially
acute at the moment of actual union. Lede-
rer’s conception, which is apparent through-
out his book, culminates in the conviction
that the Yugoslavian line was the only
up-to-date one and that all the other ideas
expressed bygone possibilities of the past,
of the 19th century (p. 93). And per-
haps the most interesting passages of his
book are where his argumentations based
on rich material attractively rise to the
level of a more general approach to the prob-
lem of the entire Danubian bassin. Here
Lederer points out a highly important fact:
the new Southern Slav state, the Kingdom
of Serbia— Croatia—Slovenia, obtained re-
cognition by the allies but slowly, reluctantly,
while Rumania did never have a problem of
his kind.

The policy of the great powers, their
relations with Yugoslavia and Rumania,
occupies, as a matter of course, much space
in these books. Thanks to the rich source
material, to the -throughgoing research of
both authors, we get many a thing that is
novel — we may safely say surprising — in
this field. Whenever the policy of the great
powers and the Peace Conference are discus-
sed, the reading public usually tends to think
that the new states enjoyed the unequivocal
and exclusive French diplomacy. Spector

sho vs in an interesting manner that, apart
from this principal line, a great number of
other factors were seen at work, affecting
this support which, in the final issue, was
neither unambignous, nor unswerving. Cle-
menceau and Pichon, the bourgeois politi-
cians and military leaders, were far from
interpreting the support for Rumania in the
same way.

Lederer’s picture of Yugosiavia also re-
veals a number of new features in showing
that the position of the Scuthern Slavs in
Paris was much weaker than that of the
Czech or of the Polish delegation. Lederer
points out that the Yugoslay— French rela-
tions involved at the same time the texture
of Yugoslav — Rumanian, Yugoslav—Italian,
French— Italian, French—American, Yugos-
lav — American, Italian— American relations
burdened with a complexity of antagonisms.
The principal difficulty in this respect arose
from the Yugoslav—Italian fensions, i.e.
clashes of interests, which aggravated the
terms of these two countries, affecting also
the attitude of their neighbours. This set of
problems is discussed in Lederer’s book in
finely elaborated passages which contain
many so far unknown facts and novel con-
clusions. His relevant statements are signif-
icant also in respect of Hungary, because
they discuss the London Treaty and its conse-
quences in great detail (the subject is treated
with a comparable thoroughness — though
from quite a different aspect — only in the
Memoirs of Vittorio Orlando). Yugoslavia
enjoyed partnership neither to the Bucharest
nor to the London Treaty, and the aide
mémoire, on which she could depend, was not
a strong enough weapon in the hands of
her diplomats.

The interests of Yugoslavia and Italy were
seemingly irreconcilable because of Fiume
and the seacoast. Lederer cleverly shows
that although France was by no means willing
to accept a strengthening of the Ttalian rival
she would not take sides with Yugoslavia
to such an extent as would have resulted
in her overt opposition to Italy.

Novel and highly instructive is the pre-
sentation of the Albanian problem in its
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leanings on the Yugosiav—Italian relation,
because this problem and the ensuing anta-
gonisms presenting themselves already at
that time, are usually not given sufficient
attention (see e.g. the pertinent paragraphs
of the London Treaty, ete.).

Also thought-provoking and interesting
is in Lederer’s book the disclosure of when
and how Yugoslavia tried to seek and find
support for her policy. Prior to October
1917, Pasié, the “Great Old Man™ of Serbian
political life, placed his hopes in Tsarist
Russia. Yet after the revolution Yugoslay
interests were inevitahly drifted to the road
of American orientation: President Wilson
refused to recognize the secret treaties made
during the war. and opposed the Italian
This
not only discloses the particular features of
Yugoslav  policy although these were
somewhat similar to those of the Cechs —
but also pre<ents a sphere of the consequences
and effects of the 1917 October Revolution
which often escape attention. Lederer empha-
sizes, however, that despite Wilson's pro-
Yugoslav policy the attitude of American
politiciuns towards the controversy about
Fiume was not at all uniform. (See e.g.
the emergence and aceeptance of the * Fiume

claims in the most resolute manner.

Free Borough™ concept )

The [Italian aspirations which were of
s0 greal consequence to the Yugoslav dele-
gation, to Yugoeslav plans, the conflict be-
tween the [talians and President Wilson, the
President’s statement that sparked off the
crigis (the author is the first to present this
statement in detail), the Italian and Yugoslav
reaction to the statement. the advantages
Yugoslavia drew from the resignation of the
Orlando Government, ete., are analyzed with
many refined observations, We learn from
Lederer’s book that under the given power
relations Yugoslay interests had to be based
by the Yugoslav government on the U.S.
as a malter of necessity, but that this basis
failed altegether to come up to the expec-
tations attached to it.

Both authors give a greatly detailed,
thorough: discussion of the problems connect=
ed with the frontiers of the two countries.

As concerns the differences dividing Yugo-
slavia and Rumania, they uniformiy conclude
that Ruinania was able to_defend her posi-
tion much more effectively than the Yugo-
slav delegation.

In connection with the nurerous contro-
versial territorial problems, Lederer makes
brief reference to the Yugoslav — Hungarian
talks conducted on the Hungarian part by
a bourgeois democratic government, and
to the fact that the [talians tried to exploit
these talks to the disadvantage of Yugoslavia
(pp- 177—178). But his only source in this
respect is Crespi's book, thus the picture
he presents is not a complete one.

Both the subject and problems of either
book are closely conuected with Hungary’s
history. The process and the play of forces
involved in the disintegration of historical
Hungary, the circumstances of the separa-
tion of wvarious territories, are illustrated
from many aspects and in an objective
manner. Very useful and instructive details
are presented about the frontier debates
affecting Hungary: the revolutions in Hun-
gary, the Hungarian Republic of Councils
first of all, are also discussed. True, these
problems are treated by Lederer less exten-
sively, since Yugoslavia had no part in the
intervention against the Republic of Councils
of Hungary. At the same time he draws
attention to the circumstance that the leading
politicians of Yugoslavia considered the
effect of the Republic of Councils to be highly
dangerous to the internal affairs of Yugo-
slavia.

Spector devotes more space to Hungarian-
Rumanian relations, to the
against the Republic of Councils. He does
not call in question the great powers having

intervention

encouraged Rumania to take part in this
166). (Lederer is
explicit in showing the initiative of the En-

intervention  (p. more
tente in this question, pp. 234—235.) At
che same time Speetor, considering the actual
situ:itiuu, emphasizes that the Rumanian
government was making very zood use for
its own interests of the differences between
the great powers, their d-ead of a revolution,
He reveals how in July 1919 one wing of
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British policy (Balfour and others) came to
show much more understanding towards
Rumania than before, with the interconnec-
tion of Rumanian oil and British interests
in the background.

Yet an attitude, usual at that time and
recurring ever since, appears also from Spec-
tor's conclusions: he brings into connection
the policy of Béla Kun, of the Hungarian
Soviet Republic, the northern campaign,
with efforts to preserve territorial integrity;
it is this aspect that Spector points out, and
he fails to see, or denies, its revolutiomary
character and aims. This follows only par-
tially from the fact that Spector has evidently
not studied the history of the Hungarian
Republic of Councils proper, that — owing
to the language barrier — he has not studied
Hungarian analyses and sources. His remarks
in this respect from integral part of the afore-
mentioned nationalistic attitude, and display
the influence still exerted by non-Hungarian
historical records produced mainly between
the two wars. It cannot be denied, of course,
that as far as the masses and even the middle
strata were concerned, the national factor,
too, played a role in the emergence of the
Hungarian Republic of Councils, its success-
ful military operations. Yet the entire policy
of Béla Kun, of the Revolutionary Governing
Council, was determined not by the aspect
of territorial integrity, but rather by the
idea of a world revolution. What they saw
in military success was not the triumph of
the Hungarian national cause, but a possi-
bility for spreading the revolution, for realiz-
ing the world revolution. Instead of referring
to well-known and important pertinent facts,
let me only recall the debate about the
flag to be used in the Red Army. Béla Kun
and others rejected the use of the national
colours in a most resolute manner, saying
that this would be a symbol contrary to
the aspirations of the Republic of Councils,
and would give food for propaganda campaigns
against the Hungarian Republic of Councils
in the neighbouring countries.

Both books illustrate in an
manner how in autumn 1919, when the great
powers considered the settling of European

instruclive

affairs to be an urgent matier, applied pres-
sure on their allies handling the interests of
the latter with less understanding than before
in making their political decizions. Yugosla-

_via had no choice but to accept decisions

with which she disagreed; Rumania, on the
other hand, was able to profit by the better
opportunities open to her, as well as by the
circumstance that in certain questions she
faced the Peace Conference with accomplished
facts (e.g. the occupation of Budapest and
of the greater part of Hungary, then the
conditions attached to evacuation, the future
statuts of Bussarabia, Bucovina, Debruja.
etc.).

The Paris peace system, the frontiers
drawn for Rumania and Yugoslavia, the
problems left unsolved or pregnant with
further conflicts, are criticized by both au-
thors. On the one hand, they draw attention
to the heterogeneity of viewpoiuts manifest
in the making of frontiers; on the other, they
emphasize that all this new arrangement
failed to create purely national states, and
that considerable numbers of populations of
different nationalities were annexed to both
countries. Spector criticizes Bratianu in this
connection, pointing out the mistakes of a
policy having its roots in anti-Communism,
in the dread of revolution, in chauvinism
and intolerance, and emphasizing that terri-
torial claims and the “appetite” were not
willing to take into account the difficulties
that were bound to emerge in a suddenly
increased Rumania. He also disapproved
of Bratianu and the Rumanian government
for having shown very little understanding
towards the national claims of other non-
Rumanian peoples (p. 237).

Both volumes rest on a very rich litera-
ture and source material comprising not
only the American, but also the Rumanian,
Yugoslav, even Italian aspects. What is
missing from Spector’s book is the Rumanian
and Hungarian material published since the
war; also the use of earlier sources in Hungar-
ian relation is limited and rather accidental.

Zs. L. Nagy
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